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I  DO  NOT  EXPECT 


TO  STIMULATE  OR  CREATE  HEROISM 
BY  THIS  FUND,  KNOWING  WELL 
THAT  HEROIC  ACTION 
IS  IMPULSIVE;  BUT  I  DO  BELIEVE 
THAT,  IF  THE  HERO  IS  INJURED  IN 
HIS  BOLD  ATTEMPT  TO  SERVE 
OR  SAVE  HIS  FELLOWS, 

HE  AND  THOSE  DEPENDENT 
UPON  HIM  SHOULD 
NOT  SUFFER  PECUNIARILY. 

Andrew  Carnegie 
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Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 


Established  April  15,  1904,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund 
Commission  was  created  to  recognize  outstanding  acts  of  selfless  heroism 
performed  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Recognition  in  all  acts  considered  worthy  by  the  Commission  consists  of  a 
medal.  It  may  also  include,  in  acts  in  which  disabling  injuries  are  sustained 
by  the  rescuer,  a  supplemental  continuing  grant;  in  acts  in  which  the  rescuer 
loses  his  or  her  life,  financial  assistance  for  the  surviving  dependents;  and  in 
acts  in  which  no  disablement  is  sustained,  grants  for  education  or  other 
worthy  purposes  in  the  lives  of  the  rescuers. 

Recommendations  for  awards  may  be  made  by  an  individual  having 
knowledge  of  such  outstanding  acts  of  bravery,  and  should  be  sent  directly 
to  the  Commission.  Awards  are  open  to  all  citizens  and  visitors  of  the  two 
countries  under  regulations  presented  in  detail  on  subsequent  pages  of  this 
report. 

Each  recommended  act  is  investigated  as  to  fact  and  degree  of  risk  involved 
and  is  evaluated  by  the  Commission  on  the  basis  of  results  of  the  investigation. 


Please  address  inquiries  to: 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 
425  Sixth  Avenue 
Suite  1640 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15219-1823 


Telephone:  (412)  281-1302 
Toll-free:  800-447-8900 
Fax:  (412)  281-5751 


E-MAIL:  carnegiehero@trfn .  clpgh.org 
Web  SITE:  www.carnegiehero.org 


Staff 


Jeffrey  A.  Dooley,  Assistant  Secretary 
and  Investigations  Manager 


Eileen  J.  LoCasale,  Financial 
Manager 

Marlin  Ross,  Case  Investigator 
Susan  L.  Marcy,  Case  Investigator 


Myrna  J.  Braun,  Administrative 
Assistant 

Dianne  R.  McKenzie, 
Administrative  Assistant 
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Deed  of  Trust 
To  the  Hero  Fund  Commission 

Gentlemen:  We  live  in  a  heroic  age.  Not  seldom  are  we  thrilled  by  deeds  of 
heroism  where  men  or  women  are  injured  or  lose  their  lives  in  attempting  to 
preserve  or  rescue  their  fellows;  such  the  heroes  of  civilization.  The  heroes  of 
barbarism  maimed  or  killed  theirs. 

I  have  long  felt  that  the  heroes  and  those  dependent  upon  them  should  be 
freed  from  pecuniary  cares  resulting  from  their  heroism,  and,  as  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  I  have  transferred  to  the  Commission  five  million  dollars  of 
First  Collateral  Five  Per  Cent.  Bonds  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
the  proceeds  to  be  used  as  follows: 

FIRST.  To  place  those  following  peaceful  vocations,  who  have  been  injured 
in  heroic  effort  to  save  human  life,  in  somewhat  better  positions  pecuniarily 
than  before,  until  again  able  to  work.  In  the  case  of  death,  the  widow  and 
children,  or  other  dependents,  to  be  provided  for  until  she  remarries,  and  the 
children  until  they  reach  a  self-supporting  age.  For  exceptional  children 
exceptional  grants  may  be  made  for  exceptional  education.  Grants  of  sums  of 
money  may  also  be  made  to  heroes  or  heroines  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable — each  case  to  be  judged  on  its  merits. 

SECOND.  No  grant  is  to  be  continued  unless  it  be  soberly  and  properly 
used,  and  the  recipients  remain  respectable,  well-behaved  members  of  the 
community,  but  the  heroes  and  heroines  are  to  be  given  a  fair  trial,  no  matter 
what  their  antecedents.  Heroes  deserve  pardon  and  a  fresh  start. 

THIRD.  A  medal  shall  be  given  to  the  hero,  or  widow,  or  next  of  kin, 
which  shall  recite  the  heroic  deed  it  commemorates,  that  descendants  may 
know  and  be  proud  of  their  descent.  The  medal  shall  be  given  for  the 
heroic  act,  even  if  the  doer  be  uninjured,  and  also  a  sum  of  money,  should  the 
Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 

FOURTH.  Many  cities  provide  pensions  for  policemen,  firemen,  teachers, 
and  others,  and  some  may  give  rewards  for  acts  of  heroism.  All  these  and 
other  facts  the  Commission  will  take  into  account  and  act  accordingly  in 
making  grants.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  my  intention  than  to  deaden 
or  interfere  with  these  most  creditable  provisions,  doubly  precious  as 
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showing  public  and  municipal  appreciation  of  faithful  and  heroic  service. 
I  ask  from  the  Commission  most  careful  guard  against  this  danger.  The 
medal  can,  of  course,  be  offered  in  such  cases.  Whether  something  more  can 
not  judiciously  be  done,  at  the  request  of,  or  with  the  approval  of,  the  city 
authorities,  the  Commission  shall  determine.  I  hope  there  can  be. 

FIFTH.  The  claims  upon  the  Fund  for  some  years  can  not  exhaust  it.  After 
years,  however,  pensioners  will  become  numerous.  Should  the  Commission 
find,  after  allowing  liberally  for  this,  that  a  surplus  will  remain,  it  has  power 
to  make  grants  in  case  of  accidents  (preferably  where  a  hero  has  appeared) 
to  those  injured.  The  action  taken  in  the  recent  Harwick  Mine  accident, 
where  Heroes  Taylor  and  Lyle  lost  their  lives,  is  an  illustration.  The 
community  first  raised  a  fund  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
duplicated  by  me  after  waiting  until  the  generosity  of  the  community  had 
full  scope.  Here  again  the  Commission  should  be  exceedingly  careful,  as  in 
this  case,  not  to  deaden,  but  to  stimulate  employers  or  communities  to  do 
their  part,  for  such  action  benefits  givers  themselves  as  well  as  recipients. 

SIXTH.  It  seems  probable  that  cities  and  employers  on  this  continent  will 
ultimately  be  placed  under  similar  conditions  to  those  of  Britain,  Germany, 
and  other  European  States,  and  required  to  provide  against  accidents  to 
employees.  Therefore,  the  Commission,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  may  devote 
any  surplus  that  accrues  beyond  providing  for  heroes  and  their  dependents 
(which  provision  must  never  be  abandoned)  to  such  other  modes  of 
benefiting  those  in  want,  chiefly  caused  through  no  fault  of  their  own  (such 
as  drunkenness,  laziness,  crimes,  etc.)  but  through  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances,  in  such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  the  Commission  thinks 
advisable  and  likely  to  do  more  good  than  if  such  sums  were  given  to  those 
injured  by  accident,  where  the  latter  may  be  suitably  provided  for  by  law, 
or  otherwise. 

SEVEN  1  FI.  Fhe  field  embraced  by  the  Fund  is  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  waters 
thereof.  The  sea  is  the  scene  of  many  heroic  acts.  No  action  more  heroic  than 
that  of  doctors  and  nurses  volunteering  their  services  in  the  case  of 
epidemics.  Railroad  employees  are  remarkable  for  heroism.  All  these  and 
similar  cases  are  embraced.  Whenever  heroism  is  displayed  by  man  or 
woman  in  saving  human  life,  the  Fund  applies. 
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EIGHTH.  No  personal  liability  will  attach  to  members  for  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  has  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

NINTH.  The  Commission  has  full  power  to  sell,  invest,  or  reinvest  all  funds; 
to  employ  all  officials,  including  Secretary,  traveling  agents  to  visit  and 
oversee  beneficiaries,  etc.  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  Members  of  the 
Commission  shall  be  reimbursed  all  expenses  incurred,  including  traveling 
expenses  attending  meetings.  The  President  shall  be  granted  such  honoraria 
as  the  Commission  thinks  proper  and  as  he  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

TENTH.  An  annual  report,  including  a  detailed  statement  of  sums  and 
medals  granted  and  the  reasons  therefor,  shall  be  made  each  year  and 
published  in  ar  least  one  newspaper  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  countries 
embraced  by  the  Fund.  A  finely  executed  roll  of  the  heroes  and  heroines  shall 
be  kept  displayed  in  the  office  at  Pittsburgh. 
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New  York,  March  12th,  1904 
Witness,  Louise  Whitfield  Carnegie 
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The  Carnegie  Medal 


The  Carnegie  Medal 

IS  AWARDED  TO  ONE  WHO,  AT  THE  RISK  OF  HIS  OR  HER  OWN  LIFE, 
SAVES  OR  ATTEMPTS  TO  SAVE  THE  LIFE  OF  ANOTHER  PERSON. 


Mr.  Carnegie’s  embossed  profile  dominates  the  front  of  the  medal.  On  the 
reverse  side  in  low  relief  are  shown  the  geographical  outlines  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  the  countries  to  which  the  Fund  applies.  In  higher  relief 
the  seals  of  these  countries  are  shown,  with  the  United  States  below  the 
inscription  plate,  and  Canada  and  Newfoundland  at  the  top  left  and  right 
of  it,  respectively. 

Relief  work  surrounding  the  inscription  plate  reveals  a  sprig  of  laurel 
underneath  and  sprigs  of  ivy,  oak,  and  thistle  at  the  top.  Laurel  typifies 
glory;  ivy,  friendship;  oak,  strength;  and  thistle,  persistency.  Encircling  the 
relief  work  is  a  quotation  from  the  New  Testament  (John  XV,  13):  “Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
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Requirements  for  a  Carnegie  Medal 

There  must  be  conclusive  evidence  that  the  person  performing  the  act 
voluntarily  risked  his  or  her  own  life  to  an  extraordinary  degree  in  saving 
or  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  another  person,  or  voluntarily  sacrificed 
himself  or  herself  in  a  heroic  manner  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

The  act  of  rescue  must  be  one  in  which  no  full  measure  of  responsibility 
exists  between  the  rescuer  and  the  rescued. 

The  act  must  have  been  performed  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or  the 
waters  thereof  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
within  two  years  of  the  date  of  rescue. 

Persons  not  eligible  for  awards  are:  those  whose  duties  in  following  their 
regular  vocations  require  them  to  perform  such  acts,  unless  the  rescues  are 
clearly  beyond  the  line  of  duty;  members  of  the  armed  services;  children 
considered  by  the  Commission  to  be  too  young  to  comprehend  the  risks 
involved;  and  members  of  the  same  family,  except  in  cases  of  outstanding 
heroism  where  the  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  or  is  severely  injured. 

Awards 


A  medal  is  presented  to  the  person  performing  the  act  or,  in  case  of  death, 
to  the  widow,  widower,  or  the  next  of  kin. 

When  a  rescuer  loses  his  or  her  life  in  the  performance  of  an  act,  contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  made  toward  the  livelihood  of  the  dependents.  If  the  rescuer 
is  disabled  in  the  performance  of  the  act,  periodic  contributions  may  be 
made  to  his  or  her  livelihood.  If  the  rescuer  is  nor  injured,  a  monetary  grant 
may  nevertheless  be  made,  should  the  Commission  deem  such  gift  desirable. 
Awardees  and  the  dependents  of  posthumous  and  disabled  awardees  are 
eligible  for  scholarship  assistance. 

The  benefits  to  be  paid  and  the  manner  of  payment  are  determined  by  the 
Commission  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  each  awardee. 
Continuing  benefits  are  paid  only  if  there  is  clear  need  for  such  assistance 
and  only  if  such  benefits  are  soberly  and  properly  used  and  the  recipients 
remain  respectable  members  of  their  communities. 
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Heroic  acts  recognized  during  1999 


The  following  persons  were  cited  by  the 
Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  in  1999  for  having  performed 

OUTSTANDING  ACTS  OF  HEROISM.  IN  EACH  CASE, 

a  Carnegie  Medal  and  a  financial  grant  were  awarded. 


RICHARD  L.  ASHLAW 

Massena,  New  York 

Richard  L.  Ashlaw  rescued  James  H.  Baker  from  burning,  Massena,  New 
York,  March  16,  1998.  Baker,  51,  lay  unconscious  on  the  floor  of  his  second- 
floor  apartment  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  apartment  and  filled  it  with  dense 
smoke.  Ashlaw,  46,  border  patrol  agent,  saw  the  fire  from  across  the  street 
and,  after  reporting  it,  responded  to  the  scene.  Learning  that  Baker  was 
unaccounted  for,  he  went  to  the  second  floor  of  the  building  and  kicked  in 
the  door  to  Baker’s  apartment.  Dense  smoke  poured  out  of  the  unit.  Using  a 
fire  extinguisher  to  put  out  some  of  the  flames,  near  the  door,  Ashlaw  gained 
entry  to  the  apartment  and  began  to  crawl  through  it.  After  going  about  six 
feet,  he  was  forced  out,  for  air.  Hearing  Baker  moan,  Ashlaw  re-entered  the 
burning  apartment,  penetrated  it  farther,  and  found  Baker,  about  20  feet 
from  the  door.  He  grasped  Baker’s  wrists  and  dragged  him  from  the  apart¬ 
ment.  An  arriving  firefighter  assisted  Ashlaw  in  taking  Baker  to  the  first  floor 
and  out  of  the  building  to  safety.  Baker  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
smoke  inhalation  and  burns.  Ashlaw  sustained  smoke  inhalation  and  minor 
burns,  and  he  recovered.  72584-8274 


CARL  ASSINI 

Webster,  New  York 

Carl  Assini  helped  to  save  Laura  F.  Cuthbert  from  electrocution,  Syracuse, 
New  York,  October  1,  1997.  Ms.  Cuthbert,  37,  was  the  driver  of  an  automo¬ 
bile  that  was  stopped  at  a  downtown  intersection  when  a  300-ton  truck  crane 
at  a  nearby  construction  site  overturned.  The  falling  300-foot  boom  of  the 
crane  pulled  down  wires,  including  one  of  a  primary  electric  line  carrying 
more  than  4,000  volts,  then  struck  and  lay  atop  Ms.  Cuthbert’s  car.  Working 
at  the  site,  Assini,  35,  electrician  and  foreman,  immediately  responded  to  the 
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scene.  Taking  care  to  avoid  the  downed  lines,  he  and  two  co-workers 
approached  the  car,  not  knowing  if  any  of  the  lines  or  the  car  or  boom  were 
energized.  Ms.  Cuthbert  yelled  for  help.  After  Assini  touched  the  body  of  the 
car  and  was  not  shocked,  he  and  the  two  men  pulled  at  the  driver’s  door  until 
the  glass  in  its  window  shattered.  Although  still  uncertain  as  to  the  possibility 
of  any  electrical  charge,  the  men  reached  through  the  window,  grasped  Ms. 
Cuthbert,  and,  with  difficulty,  pulled  her  from  the  car,  feet  first.  She  walked 
away  from  the  car,  having  sustained  cuts  and  bruises,  for  which  she  received 
hospital  treatment.  She  recovered.  72521-8287 


ARJUNA  D.  N.  BABAPULLE,  deceased 
Santa  Clara,  California 

Axjuna  D.  N.  Babapulle  died  helping  to  save  Juanita  Babapulle  from  drown¬ 
ing,  Yosemite  National  Park,  California,  October  18,  1997.  Ms.  Babapulle, 
22,  was  at  the  edge  of  Emerald  Pool  of  the  Merced  River  while  hiking  when 
she  slipped  into  the  very  cold  water  and  could  not  regain  her  footing. 
Attempting  to  reach  her,  her  husband,  Babapulle,  29,  electrical  engineer, 
entered  the  pool.  A  nonswimmer,  Babapulle  grasped  his  wife  and  pushed  her 
toward  the  bank  but  then  ended  up  farther  from  it,  where  he  struggled  to  stay 
afloat  in  deep  water.  Others  at  the  scene  pulled  Ms.  Babapulle  from  the  water 
by  means  of  a  rope.  They  attempted  to  rescue  Babapulle  in  like  fashion,  but 
he  submerged.  He  was  removed  from  the  water  several  minutes  later  but 
could  not  be  revived;  he  drowned.  Ms.  Babapulle  recovered  from  scratches 
and  bruises.  72166-8243 


INGRID  SUZANNE  BAILEY 
Felton,  California 

Ingrid  Suzanne  Bailey  helped  victims  of  a  bear  attack,  Fort  Nelson,  British 
Columbia,  August  14,  1997.  Patti  R.  McConnell,  37,  and  her  son,  Kelly,  13, 
were  on  an  elevated  boardwalk  in  a  wooded  area  of  a  provincial  park  when 
they  saw  a  black  bear  feeding  nearby.  The  218-pound  male  bear  suddenly 
charged  onto  the  walk,  set  upon  Ms.  McConnell,  and  began  to  maul  her. 
Shouting,  Kelly  approached  the  bear  and  kicked  it,  then  obtained  a  branch 
and  struck  the  bear  repeatedly  about  the  head  and  nose.  The  bear  turned  on 
Kelly,  taking  him  to  the  walk  and  inflicting  numerous  wounds.  Raymond  C. 
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Kitchen,  56,  who  had  been  visiting  the  park,  arrived  at  the  scene  and,  shout¬ 
ing,  fought  the  bear  with  a  stick.  The  bear  then  turned  on  him,  taking  him  to 
the  ground  about  20  feet  from  where  Kelly  and  his  mother  lay  immobilized 
by  their  wounds.  Other  park  visitors,  including  Ms.  Bailey,  33,  firefighter, 
arrived.  She  helped  attempt  to  stop  the  bear’s  mauling  of  Kitchen,  which  was 
fatal.  While  one  of  the  others  left  for  help,  Ms.  Bailey  responded  to  Kelly  and 
Ms.  McConnell  and,  joined  by  two  men  who  assisted,  applied  resuscitation 
and  first-aid  efforts,  the  bear  remaining  nearby.  Unbeknownst  to  them,  the 
bear  left  Kitchen  and  approached,  and  it  charged  the  boardwalk  again.  They 
chased  it  away.  The  bear  left  the  immediate  area  but  attacked  and  mauled  a 
fourth  victim  before  it  was  felled  by  firearm.  Ms.  McConnell  died  of  her 
injuries,  and  Kelly  required  three  weeks’  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his 
wounds,  which  included  several  broken  bones  and  severe  lacerations. 

72148-8281 


BRUCE  M.  BAKER 

Kewanna,  Indiana 

Bruce  M.  Baker  helped  to  save  Randall  J.  Shaver  from  burning,  Rochester, 
Indiana,  April  13,  1998.  Shaver,  44,  state  trooper,  was  suspended  by  his  safety 
belt  inside  his  patrol  car,  which  had  overturned  and  started  to  burn  on  its 
underside  after  a  head-on  collision.  Baker,  52,  sheriff,  arriving  at  the  scene 
shortly  after  the  accident,  approached  the  patrol  car  and,  with  another  man, 
pulled  the  driver’s  door  open.  Despite  the  nearby  flames.  Baker  partially 
entered  the  car  and  cut  Shaver’s  safety  belt  with  a  pocketknife,  freeing  him. 
He  grasped  Shaver  and,  with  the  other  man,  pulled  him  from  the  car  as  it  was 
quickly  becoming  engulfed  by  flame.  They  dragged  him  away  from  the  car 
but  sought  refuge  on  the  ground  when  the  ammunition  in  the  burning  car 
began  to  explode.  Shaver  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  multiple,  serious 
injuries.  72674-8293 


NELSON  W.  BAKER,  JR.,  deceased 
Patton,  Pennsylvania 

Nelson  W.  Baker,  Jr.,  died  attempting  to  save  Ryan  T.  Sharp  from  drowning, 
Patton,  Pennsylvania,  December  19,  1998.  While  riding  a  bicycle  on  ice-cov- 
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ered  Chest  Creek,  Ryan,  14,  broke  through  the  ice  ar  a  point  about  20  feet 
from  the  closer  bank.  He  could  not  extract  himself  from  the  creek  and,  pan¬ 
icking,  yelled  for  help.  Baker,  27,  mechanic,  was  walking  his  dog  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  at  the  time.  Taking  a  stick  with  him,  Baker  crawled  onto  the  ice  and 
proceeded  toward  Ryan.  He  extended  the  stick  to  Ryan,  but  then  the  ice 
beneath  Baker  gave  way,  and  he  too  fell  into  the  creek.  Baker  grasped  Ryan, 
and  a  struggle  ensued,  during  which  Baker  submerged,  then  resurfaced.  He 
submerged  a  final  time,  as  did  Ryan.  Firefighters  arrived  and,  using  a  boat, 
located  first  Ryan,  then  Baker,  and  removed  them  from  the  creek.  Both  were 
taken  to  the  hospital,  where  each  was  pronounced  dead  of  drowning  and 
hypothermia.  73268-8306 


RICHARD  T.  BAKER 

COOPERSVILLE,  MICHIGAN 

Richard  T.  Baker  helped  to  save  Marie  E.  Buffington  from  drowning,  Kent¬ 
wood,  Michigan,  December  22,  1997.  Mrs.  Buffington,  81,  was  the  passen¬ 
ger  of  a  car  that  left  the  highway,  went  down  an  embankment,  and  entered  a 
pond  that  was  partially  covered  with  ice.  The  car  began  to  sink  nose  first  in 
water  1 0  feet  deep  at  a  point  about  25  feet  from  the  bank.  Having  witnessed 
the  accident,  Baker,  36,  heavy  equipment  operator,  stopped  at  the  scene,  as 
did  other  motorists.  Removing  his  boots,  Baker  waded  and  swam  to  the  car, 
only  the  back  of  which  remained  above  water.  Another  man  had  swum  out  to 
the  car,  and  he  broke  out  the  rear  window  with  a  hammer  and  aided  Mrs. 
Buffington  onto  the  trunk.  Baker  then  towed  Mrs.  Buffington  to  wadable 
water  while  the  other  man  rescued  her  husband,  who  had  been  driving 
the  car.  Others  waded  into  the  pond  and  took  the  couple  to  the  bank.  Mrs. 
Buffington  was  treated  for  exposure  to  cold  water,  and  she  recovered. 

72381-8311 


ROBERT  J.  BALLENTINE 

Claymont,  Delaware 

Robert  J.  Ballentine  helped  to  save  James  C.  Armstrong  from  assault, 
Claymont,  Delaware,  October  30,  1997.  Armstrong,  35,  a  police  officer,  was 
attempting  to  detain  the  17-year-old  male  driver  of  the  car  that  he  had 
pursued  into  the  lot  of  a  convenience  store.  When  the  driver  produced  a 
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.22-caliber  revolver  from  his  waistband,  Armstrong  grasped  him,  and  a  strug¬ 
gle  ensued.  At  the  nearby  fuel  pumps,  Ballentine,  36,  pastor,  had  been  watch¬ 
ing  the  incident  unfold.  When  the  scuffle  broke  out,  he  immediately  ran 
toward  Armstrong  and  the  assailant,  and  as  he  approached,  the  gun  fired,  its 
round  striking  the  pavement.  Ballentine  went  to  a  point  behind  Armstrong 
and  the  assailant,  grasped  the  gun,  and  removed  it  from  the  assailant’s  hand. 
Armstrong  took  the  assailant  to  the  pavement,  others  arriving  to  help  subdue 
him.  Armstrong  required  medical  treatment  for  minor  injury.  72359-8321 


KENNEY  J.  BESHEARS 

Carson  City,  Nevada 

Kenney  J.  Beshears  helped  to  rescue  Catherine  E.  Summers  from  assault,  Car- 
son  City,  Nevada,  December  11,  1997.  Ms.  Summers,  37,  a  deputy  sheriff, 
was  attempting  to  detain  a  disturbed  man  in  the  parking  lot  of  a  store  when 
the  man  took  her  gun  from  its  holster.  Ms.  Summers  and  the  man  then  strug¬ 
gled  for  control  of  it.  Working  on  a  vehicle  nearby  in  the  lot,  Beshears,  37, 
mechanic,  saw  the  struggle.  He  ran  to  a  point  behind  the  assailant,  then 
grasped  his  arms  and  pulled  them  back.  The  gun  fired,  the  bullet  striking  the 
pavement.  Two  other  men  who  worked  in  the  store  arrived  and  joined  in  the 
struggle  against  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  each  of  the  rescuers.  One  of 
them  pried  the  assailant’s  fingers  from  the  gun  while  the  other  grasped  him 
about  the  neck  to  help  subdue  him.  The  men  helped  take  the  assailant,  who 
remained  combative,  to  the  pavement  and  held  him  there  until  additional 
officers  arrived  shortly  and  apprehended  him.  7241 1-8266 


HARMON  RAY  BLOCK,  JR. 

Port  Neches,  Texas 

Harmon  Ray  Block,  Jr.,  helped  to  rescue  Clyde  E.  Allison  from  an  attacking 
bull,  Port  Neches,  Texas,  October  12,  1997.  Allison,  67,  was  in  a  pen  herding 
free-range  cattle  onto  a  river  barge  when  he  was  knocked  to  the  ground  and 
gored  by  a  three-year-old  bull  weighing  1,000  pounds.  Assisting  with  the  job, 
Block,  40,  carpenter,  was  seated  atop  the  fence  that  enclosed  the  pen.  He 
jumped  into  the  pen  and  approached  the  bull  from  behind,  then  kicked  and 
struck  the  bull.  Distracted,  the  bull  ceased  its  attack  on  Allison  and  chased 
Block.  As  Block  and  the  bull  circled  the  pen,  another  man  who  had  entered 
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the  enclosure  aided  Allison  to  his  feet,  then  climbed  with  him  over  the  fence 
to  safety.  Block  too  climbed  the  fence  to  safety  as  the  bull  butted  him.  Allison 
was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of  severe  wounds  that  required  more 
than  200  stitches.  He  recovered.  72817-8248 


FRANK  B.  BOEGER,  deceased 
Sterling  Heights,  Michigan 

Frank  B.  Boeger  died  helping  to  save  Aline  P.  Lootens  from  drowning,  Lud- 
ington,  Michigan,  August  15,  1998.  Aline,  9,  was  swimming  in  Lake  Michi¬ 
gan  when  she  encountered  difficulty  in  the  rough  water.  From  atop  a 
submerged  sandbar  nearby,  Boeger,  67,  retired  school  administrator,  and  two 
others  immediately  responded  to  her.  After  their  unsuccessful  attempts  to  res¬ 
cue  Aline,  the  others  returned  to  shore,  with  difficulty.  Other  men  responded; 
one  swam  out  to  Aline  and  Boeger,  finding  Boeger  keeping  Aline  afloat.  That 
man  took  Aline  toward  shore,  others  then  assisting  in  her  rescue.  Next  seen 
floating  face  down  in  the  water,  Boeger  was  removed  from  the  lake.  He  could 
not  be  revived,  as  he  had  drowned.  72987-8300 


RAFAEL  BONEFONT,  deceased 
Amsterdam,  New  York 

Rafael  Bonefont  died  attempting  to  save  Elijah  A.  Rivera  and  Arkedio  R. 
Bonefont  from  burning,  Amsterdam,  New  York,  February  1,  1998.  Elijah, 
17;  Arkedio,  7,  and  their  father,  Bonefont,  55,  merchant  marine,  were  in 
second-floor  bedrooms  of  the  family’s  house  when  fire  broke  out  on  the  first 
floor,  in  the  kitchen,  at  night.  Bonefont  awakened  his  wife,  who  was  asleep 
on  the  first  floor,  and  alerted  her  to  the  fire,  then  took  her  to  the  front  door 
and  outside  to  safety.  As  flames  grew  rapidly,  Bonefont  re-entered  the  house 
through  the  front  door  and  went  up  the  stairs  to  the  second  floor.  The  house 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Bonefont,  Elijah,  and  Arkedio  were  removed  from  the 
house  later  that  day;  all  had  succumbed  to  effects  of  the  fire.  72465-8265 
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JERALD  BOWMAN 

Cocoa,  Florida 

Jerald  Bowman  helped  to  save  James  R.  Swanson  from  drowning,  Titusville, 
Florida,  April  16,  1997.  In  a  wildlife  refuge,  Swanson,  50,  was  the  driver  of 
an  automobile  that  left  the  highway,  entered  an  adjacent  canal,  and  began  to 
submerge  in  the  murky  water,  which  was  five  feet  deep.  Traveling  behind 
Swanson,  Bowman,  30,  quality  inspector,  and  a  co-worker  saw  the  accident 
and  stopped  at  the  scene.  They  called  out  to  Swanson  as  they  waited  for  him 
to  emerge  from  the  car,  and  when  he  did  not,  the  co-worker  entered  the 
water  and  waded  toward  the  vehicle,  which  was  about  30  feet  from  the  bank. 
While  he  was  en  route,  he  and  Bowman  saw  a  seven-foot  alligator  swimming 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  car.  The  co-worker  continued  to  the  car,  then  mounted 
it  and  broke  out  the  rear  window  on  the  driver’s  side  with  a  hammer  that 
Bowman  had  secured.  Despite  the  alligator  remaining  in  the  canal  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  Bowman  then  entered  the  water  and  waded  and  swam  to 
the  car.  After  he  unlocked  the  driver’s  door,  he  and  his  co-worker  opened  the 
door;  the  car  instantly  sank  to  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  submerging  Swanson. 
With  difficulty,  Bowman  and  his  co-worker  freed  Swanson  from  the  car. 
They  returned  him  to  the  bank,  the  alligator  remaining  in  close  proximity. 
Swanson  required  hospital  treatment.  A  wildlife  officer  shot  and  killed  the 
alligator  to  allow  safe  access  to  the  vehicle.  73203-8304 


JAMES  BREDERSON 

Attleboro,  Massachusetts 

James  Brederson  helped  to  rescue  Marcel  R.  Tabor  from  burning,  Attleboro, 
Massachusetts,  March  4,  1998.  Tabor,  36,  was  inside  his  apartment  on  the 
second  floor  of  a  two-story,  wood-frame  house  when  the  building  was  blown 
apart  by  a  massive  explosion  of  natural  gas  that  had  leaked  into  the  basement. 
Blown  from  the  house,  Tabor  landed  atop  rubble,  pinned  by  a  wooden  beam. 
A  neighbor,  Brederson,  33,  construction  worker,  and  a  man  who  was  with 
him  witnessed  the  explosion  and  immediately  ran  to  the  scene,  where  they 
found  Tabor,  who  was  unconscious.  Brederson  pulled  on  Tabor  as  the  other 
man  lifted  the  beam  to  free  him,  then  together  Brederson  and  the  other  man 
lifted  Tabor  and  carried  him  away  from  the  rubble.  Within  moments,  flames 
on  the  debris  grew  and  spread  quickly,  soon  engulfing  the  site  as  the  gas  con¬ 
tinued  to  leak.  Two  men  died  in  the  accident,  and  seven  others,  including 
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Tabor,  required  hospital  treatment  for  their  injuries.  Tabor  sustained  second- 
and  third-degree  burns  and  other  significant  injuries.  72542-8329 


CARL  DEAN  BREWER 
Hillsboro,  Indiana 

Carl  Dean  Brewer  saved  Jacqueline  M.  Covault  and  Kelsey  R.  Gross  from 
burning,  Hillsboro,  Indiana,  December  7,  1997.  Jacqueline,  6,  and  her 
cousin,  Kelsey,  7,  were  asleep  in  a  first-floor  bedroom  of  Jacqueline’s  family’s 
two-story  house  when  fire  erupted  in  the  enclosed  front  porch  and  spread, 
sending  dense  smoke  throughout  the  floor.  Discovering  the  fire,  Jacqueline’s 
mother  attempted  without  success  to  locate  the  girls.  Brewer,  57,  mechanic, 
was  driving  past  the  house  when  he  saw  that  it  was  on  fire.  He  stopped  and 
learned  from  Jacqueline’s  mother  that  the  girls  remained  inside.  Brewer 
entered  the  house  through  its  back  door.  Despite  the  dense  smoke,  which 
obscured  visibility,  he  crawled  across  the  kitchen,  then  entered  an  adjoining 
bedroom,  where  he  found  one  of  the  girls.  Retracing  his  steps,  he  found  the 
second  girl  at  the  doorway  to  the  kitchen.  Brewer  then  stood  and,  carrying 
both  girls,  continued  to  the  back  door  and  outside  to  safety.  Both  girls  were 
hospitalized  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation,  and  they  recovered. 

72364-8253 


SYLVIA  L.  BROWN,  deceased 
Sebago  Lake,  Maine 

Sylvia  L.  Brown  died  after  attempting  to  save  Mildred  A.  Massello  from 
drowning,  Sebago  Lake,  Maine,  June  25,  1998.  Ms.  Massello,  85,  was  swim¬ 
ming  in  Sebago  Lake  as  two  of  her  friends,  Ms.  Brown,  54,  disabled  house¬ 
keeper,  and  another  woman,  watched  from  the  bank.  When  it  appeared  to 
the  friends  that  Ms.  Massello  was  having  difficulty  in  the  water,  they  called  to 
her  but  received  no  response.  Ms.  Brown  waded  into  the  lake  as  the  other 
woman  left  the  scene  to  alert  help.  When  she  returned,  she  found  both  Ms. 
Massello  and  Ms.  Brown  floating  face  down  in  the  water.  They  were  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  lake  shortly  by  a  man  who  had  been  passing  by.  He  and  others 
performed  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation  on  both  women,  who  were  then 
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taken  to  the  hospital.  Ms.  Brown  died  later  that  day,  of  drowning,  and  Ms. 
Massello  died  the  next  day,  also  of  drowning.  72818-8256 


DANIEL  W.  CAMPBELL,  deceased 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Daniel  W.  Campbell  died  attempting  to  rescue  a  woman  from  assault,  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  November  18,  1997.  A  45-year-old  woman  was  attacked  by 
her  live-in  boyfriend  shortly  after  she  arrived  home.  Her  neighbor,  Campbell, 
53,  pharmaceutical  operator,  and  another  man  had  seen  her  drive  home  and 
were  responding  to  the  scene  out  of  concern  for  her,  as  they  had  earlier  seen 
the  boyfriend  acting  erratically.  As  Campbell  and  the  other  man  approached 
the  woman’s  house,  Campbell  carrying  a  ball  bat,  they  heard  her  screaming. 
Suddenly,  the  woman  ran  out  the  front  door,  followed  closely  by  the  assailant, 
who  was  armed  with  a  knife.  The  assailant  set  upon  Campbell,  stabbing  him 
in  the  chest.  Mortally  wounded,  he  collapsed  to  the  ground.  As  the  assailant 
and  the  woman  then  struggled  nearby,  the  other  man  took  the  bat  and  struck 
the  assailant  with  it.  The  assailant  stood  and  returned  to  the  house,  where  he 
was  arrested  by  police.  72300-8272 


GLAO  NGOC  CHAU,  deceased 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Giao  Ngoc  Chau  died  attempting  to  help  save  Jimmy  Lam  and  Brandon  B. 
and  Trung  D.  Lam  from  drowning,  Haleiwa,  Hawaii,  November  9,  1997. 
Jimmy,  9,  and  his  cousins,  Brandon,  13,  and  Trung,  16,  brothers,  were  swim¬ 
ming  in  wadable  water  of  a  Pacific  Ocean  beach  when  a  large  wave  broke  over 
them  and  they  were  then  pulled  farther  from  shore  into  deeper  water.  Yelling 
for  help,  they  attracted  the  attention  of  people  on  shore,  including  Chau,  24, 
bakery  worker,  who  was  fishing.  Chau  immediately  entered  the  water  and 
swam  toward  the  boys  but  was  pulled  farther  out  from  shore,  beyond  them. 
Another  man  who  had  entered  the  water  pushed  Jimmy  toward  shore,  and 
Jimmy  made  his  way  to  safety,  as  did  the  two  other  boys.  Rescue  personnel 
arrived  and  recovered  Chau,  who  was  submerged  at  a  point  about  150  feet 
from  the  beach.  He  had  drowned.  72508-8290 
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BARRY  D.  CRAGGY 
Burlington,  Ontario 

Barry  D.  Craggy  attempted  to  save  Kathleen  Cole  from  suffocation,  Burling¬ 
ton,  Ontario,  March  30,  1998.  Ms.  Cole,  75,  was  in  her  home  after  fire 
erupted  in  the  living  room.  A  neighbor,  Craggy,  54,  tile  and  marble  contrac¬ 
tor,  was  alerted  by  his  wife  to  the  fire,  and  he  went  to  the  scene.  As  the  front 
door  to  the  house  was  locked,  Craggy  forced  entry  with  an  ax.  By  then, 
smoke  had  filled  the  living  room,  obscuring  visibility  except  for  a  narrow 
band  at  the  floor.  Craggy  lay  on  the  floor  and,  below  the  smoke,  saw  Ms. 
Cole,  who  was  lying  on  the  living  room  floor,  fie  crawled  to  her,  grasped  her 
by  her  hands,  then  crawled  back  to  the  front  door,  pulling  her.  Craggy’s  wife 
then  helped  him  carry  Ms.  Cole  onto  the  lawn,  where  Craggy  attempted  to 
revive  her.  Ms.  Cole  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  pronounced 
dead  of  smoke  inhalation.  Craggy  sustained  a  cut  on  his  hand  from  broken 
glass,  and  he  recovered.  72615-8297 


RANDALL  SCOTT  DAVEY 
The  Dalles,  Oregon 

Randall  Scort  Davey  saved  Victoria  M.  Anderson  and  Wyndi  N.  Bowers  from 
burning,  The  Dalles,  Oregon,  February  22,  1998.  Victoria  and  Wyndi,  both 
1 1 ,  were  asleep  in  a  bedroom  of  Victoria’s  family’s  second-floor  apartment 
after  fire  erupted  at  night  in  the  apartment’s  kitchen.  In  the  adjacent  apart¬ 
ment,  Davey,  27,  cook,  was  alerted  to  the  fire.  He  responded  to  the  front 
door  of  the  burning  apartment,  gained  entry,  then,  having  to  pass  the 
kitchen,  which  was  aflame,  crawled  about  24  feet  through  the  living  room 
and  a  hall  to  reach  Victoria’s  bedroom,  where  he  found  the  girls.  Davey  took 
Victoria  through  the  apartment  to  the  front  door,  then  turned  and  crawled 
back  to  the  bedroom.  Following  the  same  course,  he  took  Wyndi  through  the 
apartment  to  safety.  Davey  entered  the  apartment  a  third  time  in  search  of 
Victoria's  mother,  but  worsening  conditions  repelled  him.  She  was  rescued  by 
firefighters,  who  arrived  shortly.  Victoria  and  Wyndi  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  they  recovered.  72532-8291 
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STANLEY  HUGH  DAVIS 
Port  Neches,  Texas 

Stanley  Hugh  Davis  helped  to  rescue  Clyde  E.  Allison  from  an  attacking  bull, 
Port  Neches,  Texas,  October  12,  1997-  Allison,  67,  was  in  a  pen  herding  free- 
range  cattle  onto  a  river  barge  when  he  was  knocked  to  the  ground  and  gored 
by  a  three-year-old  bull  weighing  1,000  pounds.  Assisting  with  the  job, 
Davis,  34,  refinery  operator  and  cattleman,  was  seated  atop  the  fence  that 
enclosed  the  pen.  He  jumped  into  the  pen  and  approached  Allison  as  another 
man  who  had  entered  the  enclosure  distracted  the  bull.  Davis  aided  Allison  to 
his  feet,  then  climbed  with  him  over  the  fence  to  safety.  The  other  man  also 
climbed  the  fence  to  safety.  Allison  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment 
of  severe  wounds  that  required  more  than  200  stitches.  He  recovered. 

72396-8249 


ROBERT  D.  DeLARGY 

Bonne  Terre,  Missouri 

Robert  D.  DeLargy  helped  to  save  Harold  A.  and  Kelsey  A.  Johnson  from 
burning,  Valles  Mines,  Missouri,  November  24,  1997.  Johnson,  44,  was  the 
driver,  and  his  daughter  Kelsey,  7,  the  passenger,  of  an  automobile  that 
caught  fire  in  a  highway  collision.  Motorists,  including  DeLargy,  35,  opera¬ 
tor,  witnessed  the  accident  and  stopped  at  the  scene.  DeLargy  and  another 
man  approached  the  severely  damaged  car,  the  rear  of  which  was  covered  by 
flames  that  extended  into  the  back-seat  area.  DeLargy  kicked  out  the  glass  in 
the  window  of  the  passenger  door,  then  pulled  the  door  open.  Kelsey,  who 
was  unconscious,  began  to  fall  out  of  the  car,  but  the  other  man,  who  had 
responded  by  then  to  that  side  of  the  car,  caught  her.  That  man  removed 
Kelsey  and  carried  her  to  safety.  Despite  spreading  flames  in  the  back-seat 
area,  DeLargy  then  leaned  headfirst  into  the  car  and  worked  to  free  Johnson. 
He  pulled  him  from  the  car  and  helped  carry  him  away.  Within  moments, 
the  car  was  engulfed  by  flame.  Neither  Kelsey  nor  her  father  was  burned,  but 
Kelsey  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  severe  injuries,  and  Johnson’s 
injuries  were  fatal.  72587-8313 
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MARC  A.  DILLEY 

Wenatchee,  Washington 

Marc  A.  Dilley  helped  to  save  Wendy  S.  Roberts  from  burning,  Skykomish, 
Washington,  March  14,  1998.  Ms.  Roberts,  52,  was  trapped  inside  the  sport 
utility  vehicle  she  had  been  driving  after  the  vehicle  left  the  roadway,  went 
down  an  embankment,  and,  overturned,  broke  into  flame.  Dilley,  46, 
research  technologist,  witnessed  the  accident  while  a  passenger  in  another 
vehicle,  which  then  stopped  at  the  scene.  He  and  his  wife  immediately 
responded  to  Ms.  Roberts’s  vehicle,  which  supported  flames  from  its  engine 
compartment  and  from  which  gasoline  was  pouring  from  the  filler  opening 
on  the  driver’s  side.  Dilley  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  cut  Ms.  Roberts’s 
safety  belt  with  a  pocketknife.  Ms.  Roberts  dropped  to  the  ceiling  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle.  Dilley  and  his  wife  then  reached  into  the  vehicle,  grasped  Ms.  Roberts’s, 
and  pulled  her  out.  They  dragged  her  away  from  the  vehicle  moments  before 
a  major  eruption  of  flame  at  the  vehicle  that  then  engulfed  it.  Ms.  Roberts 
was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  lacerations  and  bruises,  from  which  she  recov¬ 
ered.  72604-8250 


MARGARETA  E.  DILLEY 

Wenatchee,  Washington 

Margareta  E.  Dilley  helped  to  save  Wendy  S.  Roberts  from  burning, 
Skykomish,  Washington,  March  14,  1998.  Ms.  Roberts,  52,  was  trapped 
inside  the  sport  utility  vehicle  she  had  been  driving  after  the  vehicle  left  the 
roadway,  went  down  an  embankment,  and,  overturned,  broke  into  flame.  Ms. 
Dilley,  48,  nuclear  medicine  technologist,  was  a  passenger  in  another  vehicle, 
which  then  stopped  at  the  scene.  She  and  her  husband  immediately 
responded  to  Ms.  Roberts’s  vehicle,  which  supported  flames  from  its  engine 
compartment  and  from  which  gasoline  was  pouring  from  the  filler  opening 
on  the  driver’s  side.  Ms.  Dilley’s  husband  opened  the  driver’s  door  and  cut 
Ms.  Roberts’s  safety  belt,  and  Ms.  Roberts  dropped  to  the  ceiling  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle.  Ms.  Dilley  and  her  husband  then  reached  into  the  vehicle,  grasped  Ms. 
Roberts,  and  pulled  her  out.  They  dragged  her  away  from  the  vehicle 
moments  before  a  major  eruption  of  flame  at  the  vehicle  that  then  engulfed 
it.  Ms.  Roberts  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  lacerations  and  bruises,  from 
which  she  recovered.  72605-8251 
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ROBERT  DUMMER 

Holmen,  Wisconsin 

Robert  Dummer  saved  Arlen  P.  Arttus  from  drowning,  Trempealeau,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  February  21,  1998.  Arttus,  57,  was  ice  fishing  on  Third  Lake  when  the 
ice  beneath  him  gave  way  and  he  fell  into  water  about  seven  feet  deep.  He 
struggled  in  the  cold  water  and  called  for  help.  Also  fishing  on  the  lake, 
Dummer,  39,  farmer,  and  his  son  saw  Arttus  fall  in.  Dummer  ran,  then 
walked,  toward  Arttus  then  extended  a  tree  branch  toward  him.  Suddenly  the 
ice  beneath  Dummer  sagged,  and  Dummer  was  partially  submerged.  He 
moved  onto  firmer  ice,  from  where  he  threw  a  line  to  Arttus  then  pulled  him 
out  of  the  open  water.  Dummer  put  Arttus  onto  a  sled  and,  with  his  son, 
pulled  him  to  the  bank.  Arttus  required  hospital  treatment  for  hypothermia, 
and  he  recovered.  72561-8244 


DARYL  ELDER 
Titusville,  Florida 

Daryl  Elder  helped  to  save  James  R.  Swanson  from  drowning,  Titusville, 
Florida,  April  16,  1997.  In  a  wildlife  refuge,  Swanson,  50,  was  the  driver  of 
an  automobile  that  left  the  highway,  entered  an  adjacent  canal,  and  began  to 
submerge  in  the  murky  water,  which  was  five  feet  deep.  Traveling  behind 
Swanson,  Elder,  35,  lead  technician,  and  a  co-worker  saw  the  accident  and 
stopped  at  the  scene.  They  called  out  to  Swanson  as  they  waited  for  him  to 
emerge  from  the  car,  and  when  he  did  not,  Elder  entered  the  water  and 
waded  toward  the  vehicle,  which  was  about  30  feet  from  the  bank.  En  route, 
he  saw  a  seven-foot  alligator  swimming  in  the  vicinity  of  the  car.  Elder  paused 
momentarily,  then  quickly  swam  the  remaining  distance  to  the  car.  He 
mounted  it  and  attempted  both  to  open  its  doors  and  kick  out  a  side  window. 
With  a  hammer  that  his  co-worker  had  secured,  Elder  broke  out  the  rear  win¬ 
dow  on  the  driver’s  side  then  attempted  to  unlock  the  driver’s  door.  Despite 
the  alligator  remaining  in  the  canal  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  Elder’s  co¬ 
worker  also  entered  the  water  and  waded  and  swam  to  the  car.  After  he 
unlocked  the  driver’s  door,  he  and  Elder  opened  the  door;  the  car  instantly 
sank  to  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  submerging  Swanson.  With  difficulty,  Elder 
and  his  co-worker  freed  Swanson  from  the  car.  They  returned  him  to  the 
bank,  the  alligator  remaining  in  close  proximity.  Swanson  required  hospital 
treatment,  and  Elder  sustained  a  laceration  to  his  hand,  from  which  he  recov- 
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ered.  A  wildlife  officer  shot  and  killed  the  alligator  to  allow  safe  access  to  the 
vehicle.  73202-8303 


ULUTUNU  FAUMUINA,  deceased 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Ulutunu  Faumuina  died  attempting  to  save  family  members  from  burning, 
Honolulu,  Hawaii,  October  15,  1997.  Faumuina,  52,  cook,  and  eight  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family  were  in  the  family’s  one-story  house  when,  at  night,  fire 
broke  out  in  the  crawl  space  beneath  the  house.  Alerted  to  the  fire  by  his 
wife,  Faumuina  exited  the  house  and  was  seen  descending  the  stairs  to  the 
ground  level  to  look  into  the  crawl  space.  He  then  re-entered  the  house, 
flames  growing  quickly  to  engulf  its  underside  and  spread  inside.  Faumuina 
responded  to  the  bedroom  belonging  to  his  daughter  and  her  family  as  his 
wife  fled  the  burning  structure  through  the  window  of  another  bedroom. 
Conditions  deteriorated  rapidly,  and  the  house  was  shortly  engulfed  by  flame. 
Faumuina  was  found  in  the  daughter’s  bedroom,  cradling  one  of  his  grand¬ 
daughters;  they  had  died  of  effects  of  the  fire,  as  had  five  other  members  of 
the  family.  72792-8294 


HAROLD  FORD,  deceased 
Dover,  Arkansas 

Harold  Ford  died  attempting  to  save  Cory  E.,  Amber  M.,  Ashlee  N.,  and 
Autumn  L.  Ford  from  burning,  Dover,  Arkansas,  December  28,  1997.  Cory, 
21,  and  his  wife,  Amber,  20,  and  their  daughters,  Ashlee,  3,  and  Autumn,  9 
months,  were  sleeping  in  their  mobile  home  when,  before  dawn,  fire  erupted 
at  the  other  end  of  the  structure.  Cory’s  parents  lived  next  door,  and  his 
father,  Ford,  41,  forklift  operator,  discovered  the  fire.  Ford  ran  to  the  scene 
and  broke  out  a  window  to  Ashlee’s  bedroom  but  found  that  she  was  not  in 
that  room.  He  then  entered  the  mobile  home  through  the  window  as  other 
family  members  attempted  to  gain  access  inside.  Flames  engulfed  the  mobile 
home,  trapping  all  five  victims.  Found  in  the  master  bedroom,  they  had  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  effects  of  the  fire.  72387-8260 
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ALANA  FRANKLIN 
Ocala,  Florida 

Alana  Franklin  saved  Jahan  K.  Rimes  from  assault,  Silver  Springs,  Florida, 
June  1,  1998.  Jahan,  6,  was  in  a  bedroom  of  his  family’s  ground-level  apart¬ 
ment  after  a  man  armed  with  a  gun  broke  into  the  unit  and  shot  Jahan’s 
mother  and  two  other  relatives.  After  the  assailant  pursued  Jahan’s  mother  to 
the  bedroom,  Jahan’s  aunt,  Alana,  1  1 ,  student,  fled  the  apartment  to  summon 
assistance.  She  returned  to  the  scene  and,  knowing  that  Jahan  was  in  the  bed¬ 
room,  went  to  one  of  that  room’s  windows,  in  the  side  of  the  building.  She 
broke  then  unlocked  the  window,  opened  it,  and  pushed  aside  the  blind.  She 
saw  Jahan  on  a  bed  within  reach  of  the  window  and  the  assailant  in  the  door¬ 
way.  Alana  partially  entered  the  room  through  the  window,  grasped  Jahan, 
and  pulled  him  outside.  As  they  ran  away,  the  assailant  went  to  the  window 
and  fired.  A  four-hour  standoff  with  police  ensued,  following  which  the 
assailant  was  arrested.  Although  wounded,  Jahan’s  mother  and  the  other 
hostages  survived.  72977-8332 


DANIEL  A.  FRISTER 

San  Diego,  California 

Daniel  A.  Frister  helped  to  rescue  Juanita  M.  Patterson  from  burning,  San 
Diego,  California,  June  25,  1998.  Ms.  Patterson,  84,  was  in  a  bedroom  of  her 
one-story  home  when  fire  broke  out  in  that  room,  setting  Ms.  Patterson’s 
attire  and  a  chair  aflame.  She  called  for  help,  attracting  the  attention  of  her 
son-in-law,  who  also  was  in  the  house,  and  a  neighbor,  Frister,  62,  regional 
service  manager,  who  was  in  his  yard.  Although  disabled  by  a  heart  condition, 
Frister  forced  open  the  front  door  of  the  burning  house  and  crawled  through 
a  hall  to  Ms.  Patterson’s  bedroom,  joining  her  son-in-law,  who  also  had 
responded  to  the  bedroom.  Frister  and  the  son-in-law  grasped  Ms.  Patterson, 
who  was  lying  on  the  bedroom  floor,  and  dragged  her  through  the  hall 
toward  the  front  door.  After  leaving  the  house  to  alert  help,  Frister  returned 
to  Ms.  Patterson  and,  with  the  son-in-law,  took  her  the  remaining  distance 
outside  to  safety.  Ms.  Patterson  sustained  serious  burns  and  died  the  next  day. 
Frister  suffered  a  heart  attack  immediately  after  the  rescue,  requiring  two 
days’  hospital  treatment.  He  sustained  also  smoke  inhalation  and  a  burn  to 
one  hand,  from  which  he  recovered.  73056-8298 
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VINCENT  J.  GALATI 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Vincent  J.  Galati  helped  to  rescue  Marjorie  O.  and  Leo  Sellers  from  burning, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  July  21,  1998.  Mrs.  Sellers,  75,  and  her  husband,  77,  were 
inside  their  one-story  house  when  escaping  natural  gas  in  the  kitchen 
exploded,  demolishing  the  back  of  the  house.  Fire  broke  out  and  spread 
quickly  throughout  the  structure.  Residents  of  the  neighborhood,  including 
Galati,  46,  assembler,  responded  to  the  scene.  Looking  for  the  couple,  Galati 
found  a  hole  in  the  rubble  at  the  back  of  the  house  and  entered,  crawling.  He 
saw  Mrs.  Sellers  and  her  husband  amid  debris  and  crawled  to  them.  Galati 
grasped  Mrs.  Sellers,  then  pulled  her  out  of  the  rubble  and  took  her  to  the 
nearby  fence  that  bordered  the  property.  After  putting  Mrs.  Sellers  over  the 
fence  into  the  adjoining  yard,  Galati  returned  into  the  rubble  for  Sellers,  but 
intense  heat  from  the  growing  flames  forced  him  to  withdraw.  He  climbed 
the  fence  into  the  adjoining  yard,  where  a  neighbor  sprayed  him  with  a  water 
hose.  Sellers  exited  the  rubble  and  was  aided  over  the  fence  by  Galati  and 
another  man.  The  house  was  destroyed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sellers,  both  severely 
burned,  were  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  they  died  two  days  later.  Galati 
received  emergency-room  treatment  for  cuts  to  his  knees  and  a  wound  on  one 
foot,  and  he  recovered.  72947-8324 


BOBBY  D.  GAZAWAY 

Crowley,  Texas 


Bobby  D.  Gazaway  helped  to  rescue  Troy  A.  McKnight  from  burning, 
Burleson,  Texas,  November  17,  1998.  Following  a  highway  accident, 
McKnight,  39,  lay  unconscious  in  the  cab  of  a  pickup  truck  that  had  over¬ 
turned  onto  its  passenger  side  and  caught  fire.  A  motorist,  Gazaway,  37,  elec¬ 
trician,  was  the  first  on  the  scene.  Responding  to  the  windshield  area  of  the 
pickup,  Gazaway  saw  McKnight  inside  and,  shouting  for  help,  attempted  to 
gain  entry  to  the  cab  by  striking  the  windshield.  A  man  working  nearby  heard 
Gazaway  and  ran  to  the  scene.  Kicking  and  punching  the  windshield,  the 
man  gained  access  to  the  cab,  into  which  flames  had  spread  and  were  grow¬ 
ing.  As  the  man  began  to  pull  McKnight  out  of  the  truck,  Gazaway  seized 
McKnight,  who  was  aflame,  and  together  the  men  removed  him.  They  took 
McKnight  away  from  the  truck,  the  cab  of  which  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flame,  and  extinguished  the  flames  on  his  clothing.  McKnight  was  hospital- 
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ized  for  treatment  of  serious  burns  and  other  injury.  Gazaway  recovered  from 
minor  burns  to  his  hands.  73238-8333 


RICHARD  GIBSON 

Acton,  California 

Richard  Gibson  saved  Michael  R  Yamamoto  from  being  struck  by  an  auto¬ 
mobile,  Sylmar,  California,  November  10,  1997-  In  heavy  rain,  Yamamoto’s 
automobile  struck  the  center  concrete  barrier  of  an  interstate  highway  and 
came  to  a  stop,  facing  the  wrong  direction,  in  the  breakdown  lane  adjacent  to 
the  barrier.  Gibson,  39,  state  highway  patrol  officer,  and  another  officer  drove 
upon  the  scene  and  parked  their  patrol  car  in  the  breakdown  lane,  at  a  point 
about  10  feet  beyond  Yamamoto’s  car.  Gibson  exited  the  patrol  car  and 
started  to  walk  toward  Yamamoto,  who  by  then  was  standing  at  a  point 
between  the  parked  cars.  As  Gibson  approached,  he  saw  an  accident  in  the 
oncoming  traffic  that  sent  a  car  in  the  breakdown  lane  out  of  control  toward 
Yamamoto’s  car  at  about  45  m.p.h.  Going  between  Yamamoto's  car  and  the 
patrol  car,  Gibson  ran  about  10  feet  to  Yamamoto.  He  pushed  Yamamoto  to 
the  concrete  barrier,  then  over  it  to  a  point  of  safety  in  the  adjoining  break¬ 
down  lane.  The  out-of-control  car  then  struck  Yamamoto’s  car,  pushing  it 
into  the  back  of  the  patrol  car.  Gibson  was  struck  and  knocked  onto 
Yamamoto’s  car,  but  he  picked  himself  up  and  resumed  his  duties  at  the 
scene.  He  suffered  sore  muscles  for  several  days  and  fully  recovered. 

73311-8316 


BURNELL  GILLELAND,  deceased 
Haskell,  Texas 

Burnell  Gilleland  died  attempting  to  save  Walter  H.  McMeans  from  suffoca¬ 
tion,  Haskell,  Texas,  August  3,  1997.  McMeans,  23,  was  helping  his  grand¬ 
father,  Gilleland,  70,  farmer,  to  remove  a  pump  from  a  water  well  on 
Gilleland’s  property  when  he  lost  consciousness  inside  the  well.  Unknown  by 
the  family,  the  well’s  atmosphere  was  contaminated  by  a  gas.  Gilleland  imme¬ 
diately  climbed  into  the  well  to  try  to  remove  McMeans,  but  he  too  lost 
consciousness.  Other  family  members  who  were  present  left  to  summon  help. 
Rescue  workers  arrived  and,  using  safety  equipment,  removed  Gilleland  and 
McMeans  from  the  well,  but  neither  man  could  be  revived.  72128-8319 
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GREGORY  GOBBLE 
Kirkwood,  Missouri 

Gregory  Gobble  saved  Angela  L.  and  Ashtyn  E.  Evans  from  burning,  Tovey, 
Illinois,  June  17,  1998.  Ms.  Evans,  23,  and  her  daughter  Ashtyn,  3  weeks  old, 
were  trapped  inside  an  automobile  after  a  head-on  collision  with  another 
vehicle.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  car’s  engine  area.  Another  motorist,  Gobble, 
30,  financial  consultant,  arrived  at  the  scene  just  after  the  accident,  fie  ran  to 
the  burning  car,  where  he  found  Ms.  Evans  in  the  driver’s  seat,  trapped  by 
wreckage,  and  Ashtyn  restrained  in  a  car  seat  on  the  car’s  front  passenger  seat. 
Gobble  extended  his  body  into  the  car  through  its  opened  driver’s  door.  He 
released  Ashtyn  from  her  car  seat,  then  withdrew  from  the  car  and  handed 
her  to  his  wife,  who  also  had  approached  the  burning  car.  Gobble  then 
attempted  to  release  Ms.  Evans’s  safety  belt  but  was  not  successful.  He  turned 
to  look  for  a  cutting  tool  but  thought  to  recline  the  seat.  He  reached  into  the 
car  again  and  lowered  the  back  of  the  driver’s  seat.  With  flames  up  against  the 
windshield  and  beginning  to  enter  the  car’s  interior.  Gobble  grasped  Ms. 
Evans  underneath  her  arms  and  pulled  her  under  the  safety  belt  and  out  of 
the  car.  He  dragged  her  away  from  the  car,  the  front  of  which  was  shortly 
covered  with  flames.  Ms.  Evans  required  hospitalization  for  extensive  injury 
sustained  in  the  accident.  72878-8320 


AARON  M.  HALL 

Milltown,  Montana 

Aaron  M.  Hall  rescued  Dante  J.  Swallow  from  an  attacking  mountain  lion, 
Missoula,  Montana,  July  31,  1998.  Attending  a  day  camp,  Dante,  6,  was  hik¬ 
ing  on  a  dirt  road  through  a  wooded  area  with  other  children  and  their  coun¬ 
selors,  including  Aaron,  16,  high  school  student.  A  92-pound  male  mountain 
lion  suddenly  approached  Dante  and  attacked  him,  taking  him  to  the  ground 
and  biting  him  on  the  neck.  Aaron,  who  had  been  walking  nearby,  immedi¬ 
ately  moved  toward  the  mountain  lion,  screaming  and  kicking  dirt  at  it.  As 
the  mountain  lion  began  to  drag  Dante  towards  the  woods,  Aaron  kicked  it 
repeatedly.  The  mountain  lion  released  its  grip  on  Dante  and  moved  a  short 
distance  away.  Aaron  then  charged  the  animal,  causing  it  to  retreat  farther. 
Aaron  returned  to  Dante  and  provided  first  aid,  then,  with  another  counselor, 
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took  him  to  safety.  Dante  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  severe  wounds 
about  his  face  and  neck  were  sutured.  He  recovered.  The  mountain  lion  was 
tracked  down  shortly  and  was  shot  by  state  wildlife  wardens.  72929-8284 


DAVID  HAMMOND 

Bonne  Terre,  Missouri 

David  Hammond  helped  to  save  Kelsey  A.  Johnson  from  burning,  Valles 
Mines,  Missouri,  November  24,  1997.  Kelsey,  7,  was  the  passenger  of  an 
automobile  driven  by  her  father  that  caught  fire  in  a  highway  collision. 
Motorists,  including  Hammond,  51,  account  executive,  witnessed  the  acci¬ 
dent  and  stopped  at  the  scene.  Hammond  and  another  man  approached  the 
severely  damaged  car,  the  rear  of  which  was  covered  by  flames  that  extended 
into  the  back-seat  area.  When  the  other  man  pulled  the  passenger  door  open, 
Kelsey,  who  was  unconscious,  began  to  fall  out  of  the  car.  Hammond  caught 
her,  then,  despite  spreading  flames  in  the  back-seat  area,  he  leaned  headfirst 
into  the  car  and  worked  to  free  her  father,  as  did  the  other  man,  who  then 
helped  carry  him  away.  Hammond  carried  Kelsey  to  safety.  Within  moments, 
the  car  was  engulfed  by  flame.  Neither  Kelsey  nor  her  father  was  burned,  but 
Kelsey  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  severe  injuries,  and  her  father’s 
injuries  were  fatal.  72588-8314 


MARGARET  HANKES 

Saint  Paul,  Minnesota 

Margaret  Hankes  rescued  Kaye  J.  Peterson  from  an  attacking  dog,  Saint  Paul, 
Minnesota,  April  24,  1998.  Ms.  Peterson,  42,  was  raking  her  back  yard  when 
a  40-pound,  male  pit  bull  dog  broke  free  of  its  tether  in  the  adjoining  yard, 
approached  Ms.  Peterson,  and  attacked  her.  The  dog  locked  onto  Ms. 
Peterson’s  right  arm,  and  when  she  fought  it  off,  it  bit  her  about  the  feet,  took 
her  to  the  ground,  and  continued  to  maul  her,  viciously.  Ms.  Peterson 
screamed  for  help.  Ms.  Hankes,  52,  teacher,  who  lived  across  the  street,  heard 
Ms.  Peterson’s  screams  and  responded  to  the  scene  with  an  aluminum  ball 
bat.  She  approached  the  dog  and  struck  it  with  the  bat  several  times.  The  dog 
released  Ms.  Peterson  and  left  the  scene  but  was  later  captured.  Ms.  Peterson 
was  hospitalized  four  days  for  treatment,  including  surgery,  of  numerous  bite 
wounds,  including  serious  ones  to  an  arm  and  leg.  72769-8240 
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JERRY  D.  HANKS 

Bronston,  Kentucky 

Jerry  D.  Hanks  helped  to  save  Janet  L.  Hlas,  Lillie  L.  Pustek,  and  Marjorie  L. 
Maslanka  from  drowning,  Bloomington,  Indiana,  June  26,  1998.  Sisters  Ms. 
Hlas,  63;  Ms.  Pustek,  60,  and  Ms.  Maslanka,  64,  were  occupants  of  a  van 
that,  at  night,  was  accidently  driven  from  a  boat  ramp  into  Lake  Monroe.  On 
the  bank  of  the  lake  near  the  ramp,  Hanks,  47,  meat  cutter,  saw  the  accident, 
then  immediately  entered  the  water  and  swam  to  the  van,  which  drifted  to  a 
point  about  120  feet  from  the  bank.  Another  man,  who  was  on  his  boat 
nearby,  also  saw  the  accident  and  swam  to  the  van.  Hanks  and  the  other  man 
attempted  to  gain  entry  to  the  van  through  its  windows  and  doors,  but  they 
were  not  successful.  The  van  started  to  submerge  nose  first  in  the  20-foot-deep 
water.  With  a  rock  that  the  men  obtained  from  the  bank,  the  other  man  broke 
out  the  van’s  passenger-side  window,  providing  egress  for  the  women,  who 
were  nonswimmers.  Ms.  Hlas  was  the  first  to  exit  the  vehicle;  the  other  man 
swam  her  toward  the  bank,  meeting  a  woman  who  took  her  the  remaining 
distance  to  safety.  After  emerging  next  from  the  van,  Ms.  Pustek  submerged 
Hanks,  but  they  resurfaced,  and  Hanks  took  Ms.  Pustek  to  the  bank.  Having 
returned  to  the  van,  the  other  man  secured  a  hold  on  Ms.  Maslanka,  who 
exited  the  van  as  it  submerged,  and  swam  to  the  bank  with  her.  72872-8323 


TIMOTHY  LEE  HAYS 

Rochester,  Indiana 

Timothy  Lee  Hays  helped  to  save  Randall  J.  Shaver  from  burning,  Rochester, 
Indiana,  April  13,  1998.  Shaver,  44,  state  trooper,  was  suspended  by  his  safety 
belt  inside  his  patrol  car,  which  had  overturned  and  started  to  burn  on  its 
underside  after  a  head-on  collision.  Hays,  31,  store  manager,  who  arrived  first 
at  the  scene,  approached  the  patrol  car  and  attempted  to  open  its  driver’s 
door.  He  was  unsuccessful.  The  county’s  sheriff,  who  had  arrived  at  the  scene 
shortly  after  Hays,  joined  him,  and  the  two  men  together  then  pulled  the 
door  open.  As  Hays  left  to  obtain  a  fire  extinguisher,  the  sheriff  cut  Shaver’s 
safety  belt,  freeing  him.  Hays  returned  to  the  car,  which  was  quickly  becom¬ 
ing  engulfed  by  flame,  grasped  Shaver,  and,  with  the  sheriff,  pulled  him  out. 
They  dragged  him  away  from  the  car  but  sought  refuge  on  the  ground  when 
ammunition  in  the  burning  car  began  to  explode.  Shaver  was  hospitalized  for 
treatment  of  multiple,  serious  injuries.  72673-8292 
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RICHARD  HEBERT,  deceased 
Markham,  Ontario 

Richard  Hebert  died  attempting  to  save  Susan  J.  Newman  from  drowning, 
Scarborough,  Ontario,  September  3,  1997.  Ms.  Newman,  37,  and  her  friend, 
Hebert,  43,  freight  car  repairman,  were  two  of  four  crewmembers  aboard  a 
27-foot  sailing  sloop  on  Lake  Ontario  during  a  sailboat  race  that  lasted 
beyond  dusk.  When  the  boat  was  about  three  miles  from  shore,  its  boom 
swung  suddenly,  throwing  Ms.  Newman  into  the  water.  Hebert,  then  operat¬ 
ing  the  boat,  immediately  dived  head  first  into  the  water  after  her.  He  swam 
to  Ms.  Newman  and  supported  her  as  the  other  members  of  the  crew  posi¬ 
tioned  the  craft  to  effect  a  rescue.  They  threw  a  life  ring  to  Hebert  and  Ms. 
Newman,  but  it  fell  beyond  their  grasp.  While  the  crew  again  positioned  the 
boat  for  another  attempt,  Hebert  and  Ms.  Newman  submerged.  Their  bodies 
were  recovered  six  days  later,  they  having  drowned.  72079-8325 


FRANK  S.  HEDINGHAM 

Lantzville,  British  Columbia 

Frank  S.  Hedingham  helped  victims  of  a  bear  attack,  Fort  Nelson,  British 
Columbia,  August  14,  1997.  Patti  R.  McConnell,  37,  and  her  son,  Kelly,  13, 
were  on  an  elevated  boardwalk  in  a  wooded  area  of  a  provincial  park  when 
they  saw  a  black  bear  feeding  nearby.  The  218-pound  male  bear  suddenly 
charged  onto  the  walk,  set  upon  Ms.  McConnell,  and  began  to  maul  her. 
Shouting,  Kelly  approached  the  bear  and  kicked  it,  then  obtained  a  branch 
and  struck  the  bear  repeatedly  about  the  head  and  nose.  The  bear  turned  on 
Kelly,  taking  him  to  the  walk  and  inflicting  numerous  wounds.  Raymond  C. 
Kitchen,  56,  who  had  been  visiting  the  park,  arrived  at  the  scene  and,  shout¬ 
ing,  fought  the  bear  with  a  stick.  The  bear  then  turned  on  him,  taking  him  to 
the  ground  about  20  feet  from  where  Kelly  and  his  mother  lay  immobilized 
by  their  wounds.  Other  park  visitors,  including  Hedingham,  71,  retired 
teacher,  arrived.  He  helped  attempt  to  stop  the  bear’s  mauling  of  Kitchen, 
which  was  fatal.  While  one  of  the  others  left  for  help,  Hedingham  responded 
to  Kelly  and  Ms.  McConnell  and,  with  two  others,  applied  first-aid  efforts, 
the  bear  remaining  nearby.  Unbeknownst  to  them,  the  bear  left  Kitchen  and 
approached,  and  it  charged  the  boardwalk  again.  They  chased  it  away.  The 
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bear  left  the  immediate  area  but  attacked  and  mauled  a  fourth  victim  before 
it  was  felled  by  firearm.  Ms.  McConnell  died  of  her  injuries,  and  Kelly 
required  three  weeks’  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his  wounds,  which 
included  several  broken  bones  and  severe  lacerations.  72101-8282 


MONTE  R.  HENSON 
Mt.  Zion,  Illinois 

Monte  R.  Henson  rescued  Adam  D.  Wilkins  from  attacking  dogs,  Mt.  Zion, 
Illinois,  January  28,  1998.  Adam,  6,  was  walking  home  from  his  school  bus 
stop,  followed  by  two  adult,  male  rottweilers.  Without  provocation,  the  dogs 
began  to  attack  him,  taking  him  to  the  ground  and  biting  him.  Henson,  56, 
concrete  finisher,  had  just  then  pulled  into  his  nearby  driveway  and  saw  the 
attack.  He  immediately  ran  to  Adam  and,  fighting  the  dogs  for  him,  picked 
the  boy  up  and  cradled  him  against  his  body.  Henson  then  backed  up  toward 
his  house,  which  was  60  feet  away,  the  dogs  following,  continuing  their 
attack.  At  his  house,  Henson  stepped  inside  to  safety.  The  dogs  left  the  scene 
but  were  shortly  captured  and  later  destroyed.  Adam  was  taken  to  the  hospi¬ 
tal,  where  he  underwent  surgery  for  a  severe  bite  wound  to  a  thigh.  He  sus¬ 
tained  also  scrapes  and  contusions.  Henson  also  required  hospital  treatment, 
for  puncture  wounds  to  both  hands.  He  and  Adam  both  recovered. 

72498-8269 


CUONG  TRONG  HOANG 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Cuong  Trong  Hoang  helped  to  save  Jimmy  Lam  from  drowning,  Haleiwa, 
Hawaii,  November  9,  1997.  Jimmy,  9,  and  two  other  boys  were  swimming  in 
wadable  water  off  a  Pacific  Ocean  beach  when  a  large  wave  broke  over  them 
and  they  were  then  pulled  farther  from  shore  into  deeper  water.  Yelling  for 
help,  they  attracted  the  attention  of  people  on  shore,  including  Hoang,  23, 
delivery  truck  driver,  who  was  fishing.  Hoang  immediately  entered  the  water 
and  swam  toward  the  boys.  He  grasped  Jimmy  and  held  him  up.  As  Jimmy 
struggled  against  him,  Hoang  threw  him  toward  shore,  and  Jimmy  made  his 
way  to  safety,  as  did  the  two  other  boys.  Hoang,  however,  was  pulled  farther 
out  and  tired  from  his  efforts  to  swim  back  to  shore.  Rescue  personnel  arrived 
and  recovered  him,  then  lifted  him  to  shore  by  helicopter.  He  was  treated  at 
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the  scene,  then  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  in  serious  condition  for  having 
nearly  drowned.  He  was  detained  overnight,  and  he  recovered.  72506-8289 


LESLIE  M.  HOUGH 
Coram,  New  York 

Leslie  M.  Hough  saved  Trisha  M.  Carlin  from  burning,  Centereach,  New 
York,  June  10,  1998.  Ms.  Carlin,  31,  was  semiconscious  in  the  cab  of  her 
burning  pickup  truck  following  a  highway  accident.  Hough,  43,  real  estate 
agent,  who  lived  nearby,  heard  the  accident,  then  reported  it  and  responded 
to  the  scene  with  a  fire  extinguisher.  Although  he  was  disabled  by  a  painful 
back  and  neck  condition,  Hough  fought  the  flames  with  the  extinguisher, 
then  attempted  to  open  the  driver’s  door  but  found  it  jammed.  He  then  went 
to  the  passenger  side  of  the  truck  and  opened  that  door.  Hough  reached  his 
upper  body  into  the  cab,  grasped  Ms.  Carlin,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the 
pickup  and  to  the  ground.  Flames  on  the  truck  increased  as  Hough  dragged 
Ms.  Carlin  to  safety.  Ms.  Carlin  was  hospitalized  for  three  days  for  treatment 
of  her  injuries.  72841-8312 


CHESTER  E.  HOYT,  JR. 

Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio 

Chester  E.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  rescued  Mary  H.  Averill  from  burning,  Cuyahoga  Falls, 
Ohio,  December  14,  1997.  Ms.  Averill,  87,  who  used  a  wheelchair,  was 
inside  her  house  after  fire  erupted  in  a  corner  of  the  living  room.  A  neighbor, 
Hoyt,  33,  an  off-duty  firefighter,  saw  smoke  issuing  from  the  house  and, 
investigating,  discovered  the  fire.  After  reporting  it,  he  responded  to  the  front 
door  of  the  burning  house  and,  despite  dense,  black  smoke  and  intense  heat 
inside,  entered  the  living  room.  As  visibility  was  nil,  he  crawled  along  one 
wall,  then  turned  and  began  to  crawl  along  another  in  search  of  Ms.  Averill. 
Bumping  into  Ms.  Averill  in  the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  Hoyt  pulled  her 
to  the  floor,  then  dragged  her  to  the  front  door  and  outside  to  safety.  Ms. 
Averill  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  smoke  inhalation  and  burns  but  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  her  injuries  three  days  later.  Hoyt  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for 
smoke  inhalation,  from  which  he  recovered.  72320-8241 
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GERARD  JANSEN 
Guelph,  Ontario 

Gerard  Jansen  helped  to  rescue  Nancy  J.  Kozlovic  from  burning,  Guelph, 
Ontario,  June  24,  1998.  Ms.  Kozlovic,  45,  was  the  pilot  of  a  small  airplane 
that,  during  a  landing  attempt,  crashed  into  the  yard  of  a  residence  and 
caught  fire.  Unable  to  remove  her  seat  belt,  she  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage, 
on  which  flames  were  spreading  quickly.  Working  inside  the  residence, 
Jansen,  66,  retired  farmer,  responded  to  the  scene,  where  another  man  was 
attempting  to  remove  Ms.  Kozlovic.  Jansen  ran  to  the  right  side  of  the  plane 
and,  stepping  beneath  the  wing,  where  the  plane’s  fuel  tanks  were  located, 
reached  through  the  opened  door,  despite  flames  by  then  inside  the  plane.  He 
grasped  Ms.  Kozlovic  by  the  arm  and,  pulling  forcefully,  removed  her  from 
the  plane  to  the  ground.  Jansen  and  the  other  man  extinguished  flames  on 
Ms.  Kozlovic,  who  then  walked  away  from  the  wreckage  as  the  cockpit  was 
engulfed  by  flame.  Ms.  Kozlovic  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was 
detained  several  weeks  for  treatment  of  severe  burns.  72851-8255 


GARY  LESTER  JOHNS 

Coos  Bay,  Oregon 

Gary  Lester  Johns  helped  to  save  a  man  from  drowning,  Portland,  Oregon, 
April  9,  1998.  A  30-year-old  man  jumped  from  a  bridge  into  the  Columbia 
River,  in  sight  of  patrons  of  a  nearby  restaurant,  including  Johns,  41,  business 
operator.  Seeing  that  the  man  was  being  carried  downstream  by  the  current 
and  that  he  appeared  to  be  tiring  from  any  attempt  to  reach  the  bank,  Johns 
left  the  restaurant  and  ran  along  the  bank,  following  the  man’s  course. 
Although  recovering  from  serious  burns  to  his  legs  sustained  three  weeks  ear¬ 
lier,  Johns  entered  the  water,  with  a  piece  of  wooden  debris  that  he  had 
picked  up,  and  swam  toward  the  man.  He  abandoned  the  effort  when  the 
wooden  piece  proved  too  cumbersome  to  manipulate.  Johns  returned  to  the 
bank  but  then  re-entered  the  river  after  securing  an  old  life  ring  from  a 
nearby  residence.  Holding  the  life  ring  in  front  ol  him,  Johns  kicked  and 
maneuvered  to  the  man,  reaching  him  at  a  point  about  300  feet  from  the 
bank  and  a  half-mile  from  the  bridge.  A  river  patrol  boat  responded  to  the 
scene,  recovered  the  man  and  Johns,  and  took  them  to  the  bank.  1  he  man 
required  hospitalization,  and  Johns  was  cold  and  tired,  but  he  recovered. 

72708-8299 
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DAVID  BLAIR  JOHNSON 

Belle  River,  Ontario 

David  Blair  Johnson  helped  to  rescue  Roland  R  Robert  from  burning, 
Tecumseh,  Ontario,  August  13,  1998.  Flying  a  helicopter,  Robert,  35,  was 
applying  insecticide  to  a  field  when  the  helicopter  crashed  to  the  ground  and 
caught  fire.  Trapped  in  the  wreckage  of  the  cockpit,  he  shouted  for  help. 
Johnson,  39,  business  operator,  and  another  man  witnessed  the  accident  from 
their  vehicle  on  a  road  adjacent  to  the  field.  They  drove  closer  to  the  scene, 
then  ran  to  the  wreckage.  Despite  flames  six  feet  high  issuing  from  the  area  of 
the  helicopter’s  engine  and  fuel  tanks,  Johnson  held  to  Robert’s  upper  body 
while  the  other  man  freed  his  feet  and  legs  from  the  wreckage.  Johnson  and 
the  other  man  then  grasped  Robert  about  the  shoulders,  pulled  him  from  the 
helicopter,  and  dragged  him  away.  Within  moments,  an  explosion  in  the 
wreckage  engulfed  much  of  it  with  flames.  Robert  sustained  only  a  minor 
burn  but  required  extensive  hospitalization  for  significant  other  injury. 

72991-8326 


ROBERT  DOUGLAS  JOHNSTON 
Brooklin,  Ontario 

Robert  Douglas  Johnston  saved  Richard  J.  Kachmar  from  drowning,  London, 
Ontario,  February  21,  1998.  Richard,  1 1,  and  two  other  boys  were  walking 
on  ice-covered  North  Pond  when  the  ice  gave  way,  causing  Richard  and  one 
of  the  other  boys  to  fall  into  water  more  than  six  feet  deep  at  a  point  about 
50  feet  from  the  nearest  bank.  Johnston,  47,  chiropractor,  was  walking  his 
dog  on  that  bank  when  he  saw  the  boys  fall  through.  Taking  a  branch  with 
him,  Johnston  walked  onto  the  ice  toward  Richard  and  extended  the  branch 
to  him.  Weakened  by  the  cold,  Richard  was  unable  to  grasp  it.  Johnston  then 
lay  on  his  stomach  and  moved  closer  to  Richard,  but  the  ice  beneath  him 
broke  and  he  too  fell  into  the  water.  In  an  attempt  to  push  Richard  out  of  the 
water,  Johnston  was  submerged  briefly  under  solid  ice,  but  he  freed  himself, 
moved  to  Richard,  who  was  still  in  open  water,  and  grasped  him.  Requiring 
repeated  attempts,  Johnston  pulled  himself  onto  the  ice,  then  pulled  Richard 
out  of  the  water.  He  carried  Richard  off  the  pond,  then  to  a  nearby  home. 
Both  were  cold  and  tired,  but  they  recovered.  The  other  boy  who  had  fallen 
through  the  ice  escaped  to  safety.  72544-8242 
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RAYMOND  C.  KITCHEN,  deceased 
Fort  Nelson,  British  Columbia 

Raymond  C.  Kitchen  died  rescuing  Kelly  McConnell  from  an  attacking  bear, 
Fort  Nelson,  British  Columbia,  August  14,  1997.  Kelly,  13,  and  his  mother 
were  on  an  elevated  boardwalk  in  a  wooded  area  of  a  provincial  park  when 
they  saw  a  black  bear  feeding  nearby.  The  218-pound  male  bear  suddenly 
charged  onto  the  walk,  set  upon  Kelly’s  mother,  and  began  to  maul  her. 
Shouting,  Kelly  approached  the  bear  and  kicked  it,  then  obtained  a  branch 
and  struck  the  bear  repeatedly  about  the  head  and  nose.  The  bear  turned  on 
Kelly,  taking  him  to  the  walk  and  inflicting  numerous  wounds.  Visiting  the 
park,  Kitchen,  56,  business  operator,  responded  to  the  scene  from  several 
hundred  feet  away.  He  shouted  at  the  bear  and,  although  clad  only  in  swim¬ 
ming  trunks,  fought  it  with  a  stick.  The  bear  then  turned  on  Kitchen  and 
attacked  him,  taking  him  to  the  ground  about  20  feet  from  where  Kelly  and 
his  mother  lay  immobilized  by  their  wounds.  Other  park  visitors  arrived  and 
attempted  to  stop  the  bear’s  mauling  of  Kitchen.  While  one  of  those  persons 
left  for  help,  two  others  tended  Kelly  and  his  mother.  They  were  joined  by  a 
third  person  who  helped  give  the  victims  first  aid  while  the  bear  remained 
nearby.  Unbeknownst  to  them,  the  bear  left  Kitchen  and  approached,  and  it 
charged  the  boardwalk  again.  They  chased  it  away.  The  bear  left  the  immedi¬ 
ate  area  but  attacked  and  mauled  a  fourth  victim  before  it  was  felled  by 
firearm.  Kelly  required  three  weeks’  hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his 
wounds,  which  included  several  broken  bones  and  severe  lacerations.  Kitchen 
and  Kelly’s  mother  died  of  their  injuries.  71975-8280 


ROBERT  A.  LaROCHE 

Warwick,  Rhode  Island 

Robert  A.  LaRoche  helped  to  rescue  Marcel  R.  Tabor  from  burning,  Attle¬ 
boro,  Massachusetts,  March  4,  1998.  Tabor,  36,  was  inside  his  apartment  on 
the  second  floor  of  a  two-story,  wood-frame  house  when  the  building  was 
blown  apart  by  a  massive  explosion  of  natural  gas  that  had  leaked  into  the 
basement.  Blown  from  the  house,  Tabor  landed  atop  rubble,  pinned  by  a 
wooden  beam.  At  a  neighboring  residence,  LaRoche,  32,  roof  shingle  maker, 
and  a  man  who  was  with  him  witnessed  the  explosion  and  immediately  ran  to 
the  scene,  where  they  found  Tabor,  who  was  unconscious.  LaRoche  lifted  the 
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beam  to  free  Tabor  while  the  other  man  pulled  on  him,  then  together 
LaRoche  and  the  other  man  lifted  Tabor  and  carried  him  away  from  the  rub¬ 
ble.  Within  moments,  flames  on  the  debris  grew  and  spread  quickly,  soon 
engulfing  the  site,  as  the  gas  continued  to  leak.  Two  men  died  in  the  accident, 
and  seven  others,  including  Tabor,  required  hospital  treatment  for  their 
injuries  Tabor  sustained  second-  and  third-degree  burns  and  other  significant 
injury.  72543-8330 


JOHN  ARCHIBALD  LEWIS 

Glace  Bay,  Nova  Scotia 

John  Archibald  Lewis  saved  Harry  and  Steven  C.  Oosterom  from  burning, 
Kingston,  Nova  Scotia,  August  1,  1997.  Oosterom,  38,  was  the  driver  of  a 
tractor-trailer  that  caught  fire  and  left  the  highway  after  a  head-on  collision 
with  another  vehicle.  Steven,  7,  his  son,  was  also  in  the  cab.  The  drivers  side 
of  the  tractor  was  aflame,  and  a  fuel  tank  located  there  had  ruptured  in  the 
accident.  A  motorist,  Lewis,  40,  paramedic,  was  approaching  the  scene  when 
he  saw  the  accident.  Lewis  approached  the  passenger  side  of  the  rig  and 
climbed  to  a  running  board  just  above  the  fuel  tank  located  there.  He  reached 
his  upper  body  through  the  open  window  of  the  passenger  door  and  grasped 
Steven,  who  was  on  the  floor.  He  pulled  Steven  through  the  window  and 
handed  him  to  another  man  who  had  arrived.  Lewis  then  partially  entered 
the  cab  again.  He  grasped  Oosterom,  removed  him  from  the  cab  through  the 
window,  then  stepped  to  the  ground  with  him  and  walked  him  away  from 
the  tractor.  Moments  later,  the  tractor  was  engulfed  by  flame.  Steven  and 
Oosterom  were  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of  their  injuries, 
Oosterom’s  including  minor  burns  to  the  left  side  of  his  body.  They  recov¬ 
ered.  Lewis  injured  an  ankle  in  the  rescue,  and  he  too  recovered.  73068-8276 


KEVIN  W.  LINDERMAN 

Trout  Creek,  Montana 

Kevin  W.  Linderman  saved  Travis  P.  Johnson  and  attempted  to  save  Tracy  J. 
Fields  from  burning,  Paradise,  Montana,  January  18,  1998.  Brothers  Travis, 
3,  and  Tracy,  10  months,  were  inside  their  family’s  one-story  home  after  fire 
broke  out  in  the  living  room.  Their  mother  screamed  for  help,  alerting 
Linderman,  42,  who  was  visiting  in  the  neighborhood.  As  smoke  and  flames 
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precluded  entry  through  the  front  door,  Linderman  responded  to  the  back 
door,  which  opened  into  the  bedroom.  With  difficulty,  he  opened  the  door 
sufficiently  to  enter  the  burning  house,  then  crawled  about  16  feet  across  the 
smoke-hlled  room  before  finding  the  bunk  bed  on  which  Travis  lay. 
Linderman  took  Iravis  from  the  bed  and  crawled  back  to  the  door,  holding 
him.  Outside,  Linderman  learned  that  Tracy  remained  in  the  house.  He  re¬ 
entered  the  burning  structure  in  search  ol  Tracy,  but  deteriorating  conditions 
forced  him  back  out.  Tracy’s  body  was  later  recovered  by  firefighters.  Travis 
and  Linderman  sustained  smoke  inhalation,  Travis  requiring  hospitalization. 
They  recovered.  72654-8258 


TERESA  R.  LITTLE 

Yuba  City,  California 

Teresa  R.  Little  saved  Ann  C.  Murphy  from  being  struck  by  a  train,  Chico, 
California,  November  19,  1997.  Ms.  Murphy,  52,  was  attempting  to  cross  a 
railroad  track  in  her  motorized  wheelchair  when  the  wheelchair  became  stuck 
in  the  crossing.  A  freight  train  was  approaching  at  about  25  m.p.h.  A 
motorist  stopped  at  the  crossing,  Ms.  Little,  34,  school  teacher,  saw  the  train, 
then  saw  that  Ms.  Murphy  remained  on  the  track.  Ms.  Little  ran  to  her  and, 
standing  between  the  rails  of  the  track,  tried  to  free  the  wheelchair,  the  train 
then  about  1,500  feet  away.  Unable  to  dislodge  the  chair,  Ms.  Little  ran  to  a 
point  in  front  of  it  and  released  the  straps  securing  Ms.  Murphy.  The  train’s 
crew,  meanwhile,  had  activated  its  emergency  brakes.  Ms.  Little  grasped  Ms. 
Murphy,  pulled  her  from  the  wheelchair,  and  dragged  her  away  from  the 
track.  When  they  had  gone  about  15  feet,  the  train’s  lead  locomotive  struck 
the  wheelchair,  propelling  it  30  feet.  72301-8275 


GERALD  DAVID  LLOYD,  deceased 
Salinas,  California 

Gerald  David  Lloyd  died  rescuing  James  P.  Gaughran  from  assault,  Seaside, 
California,  June  9,  1997.  Gaughran,  45,  was  at  one  end  of  the  loading  dock 
of  the  building  in  which  he  was  employed  when  a  man  standing  near  the 
opposite  end  started  to  fire  a  semiautomatic  rifle.  Stepping  to  a  point  on  the 
dock  for  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  origin  of  the  noise,  Gaughran  saw  the 
assailant,  who  then  turned  and  aimed  the  rifle  at  him.  The  assailant  shot 
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Gaughran  in  the  chest,  taking  him  down  to  one  knee.  Another  employee  of 
the  building,  Lloyd,  49,  plumber,  was  also  on  the  loading  dock,  but  out  of 
the  assailant’s  view.  As  the  assailant  continued  to  fire,  Lloyd  ran  to  Gaughran, 
grasped  him  underneath  the  arms,  and  took  him  through  a  security  door  to  a 
point  of  safety  inside  the  building.  Doing  so,  Lloyd  was  struck  in  the  left 
chest  by  a  bullet.  He  collapsed  and  died  inside  the  building.  Police  arrived 
shortly  and  apprehended  the  assailant.  Gaughran  required  extensive  treat¬ 
ment  for  his  wound.  72200-8308 


BRADLEE  M.  McCLAY 

Washington,  Pennsylvania 

Bradlee  M.  McClay  saved  Theodore  E  Staats  from  burning,  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  March  1,  1997.  Staats,  84,  remained  in  his  one-story  house 
after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room  and  spread  to  the  bathroom.  Smoke 
filled  the  house.  McClay,  24,  police  officer,  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he 
learned  that  Staats  was  inside  the  burning  house.  McClay  entered  the  kitchen 
through  the  back  door  of  the  house  but  was  repulsed  by  the  smoke,  which 
precluded  visibility.  After  additional  attempts  to  penetrate  the  house,  McClay 
dropped  to  his  hands  and  knees  and,  guided  by  the  sound  of  Staats  s  voice, 
crawled  through  the  kitchen  and  an  adjacent  hall  to  where  he  found  Staats 
near  the  burning  bathroom.  McClay  stood,  grasped  Staats,  and  was  backing 
toward  the  kitchen  door  when  he  lost  his  sense  of  direction.  Guided  by  a 
neighbor,  who  stood  shouting  at  the  door,  McClay  took  Staats  outside  and  to 
safety.  Staats  and  McClay  were  given  oxygen  at  the  scene,  then  were  taken  to 
the  hospital,  where  they  were  treated  for  smoke  inhalation,  Staats  being 
detained  overnight.  They  recovered.  73193-8263 


kelly  McConnell 

Paris,  Texas 

Kelly  McConnell  attempted  to  rescue  Patti  R.  McConnell  from  an  attacking 
bear,  Fort  Nelson,  British  Columbia,  August  14,  1997.  Ms.  McConnell,  37, 
and  her  son  Kelly,  13,  student,  were  on  an  elevated  boardwalk  in  a  wooded 
area  of  a  provincial  park  when  they  saw  a  black  bear  feeding  nearby.  The  218- 
pound  male  bear  suddenly  charged  onto  the  walk,  set  upon  Ms.  McConnell, 
and  began  to  maul  her.  Clad  only  in  swimming  trunks,  Kelly,  shouting, 
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approached  the  bear  and  kicked  it,  but  the  bear  continued  its  attack.  Kelly 
then  obtained  a  branch  and  struck  the  bear  repeatedly  about  the  head  and 
nose.  The  bear  left  Ms.  McConnell  and  turned  on  Kelly,  taking  him  to  the 
walk  and  inflicting  numerous  wounds  to  his  neck,  back  and  chest.  A  man 
who  had  been  visiting  the  park  arrived  at  the  scene  and,  shouting,  fought  the 
bear  with  a  stick.  The  bear  then  turned  on  the  man  and  attacked  him,  taking 
him  to  the  ground  about  20  feet  from  where  Kelly  and  his  mother  lay  immo¬ 
bilized  by  their  wounds.  Other  park  visitors  arrived  and  attempted  to  stop  the 
bear’s  mauling  of  the  man,  which  was  fatal.  While  one  of  those  persons  left 
for  help,  two  others  tended  Kelly  and  Ms.  McConnell.  They  were  joined  by  a 
third  person  who  helped  give  the  victims  first  aid  while  the  bear  remained 
nearby.  Unbeknownst  to  them,  the  bear  left  the  man  and  approached,  and  it 
charged  the  boardwalk  again.  They  chased  it  away.  The  bear  left  the  immedi¬ 
ate  area  but  attacked  and  mauled  a  fourth  victim  before  it  was  felled  by 
firearm.  Ms.  McConnell  died  of  her  injuries,  and  Kelly  required  three  weeks’ 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his  wounds,  which  included  several  broken 
bones  and  severe  lacerations.  73225-8279 


THOMAS  SHANNON  McKEOUGH 
Hastings,  Michigan 

Thomas  Shannon  McKeough  helped  to  save  James  A.  and  Marie  E. 
Buffington  from  drowning,  Kentwood,  Michigan,  December  22,  1997. 
Buffington,  83,  was  the  driver,  and  his  wife,  81,  the  passenger,  of  a  car  that 
left  the  highway,  went  down  an  embankment,  and  entered  a  pond  that  was 
partially  covered  with  ice.  The  car  began  to  sink  nose  first  in  water  10  feet 
deep  at  a  point  about  25  feet  from  the  bank.  Seeing  the  car  in  the  pond  while 
driving  by,  McKeough,  41,  tool  dealer,  stopped  at  the  scene,  as  did  other 
motorists.  Removing  only  his  coat  and  shoes  and  taking  a  hammer  with  him, 
McKeough  waded  and  swam  to  the  car,  only  the  back  of  which  remained 
above  water.  He  climbed  onto  the  trunk,  broke  out  the  rear  window,  and 
helped  Mrs.  Buffington  to  exit  the  car.  McKeough  then  entered  the  car  for 
Buffington,  who,  unconscious,  remained  in  the  driver’s  seat.  After  withdraw¬ 
ing,  McKeough  entered  the  car  again,  that  time  fully,  and  pulled  Buffington 
into  the  back-seat  area  with  him.  McKeough  exited  the  car,  then  pulled 
Buffington  onto  the  trunk.  A  man  who  had  swum  to  the  car  took  Mrs. 
Buffington  to  wadable  water,  while  McKeough  towed  her  husband  there. 
Others  waded  into  the  pond  and  took  the  couple  to  the  bank.  Mrs. 
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Buffington  was  treated  for  exposure  to  cold  water,  and  she  recovered;  her  hus¬ 
band  underwent  surgery  for  an  unrelated  condition  and  died  1 0  days  later. 

72380-8310 


CATALINA  K.  MEYER,  deceased 
New  York,  New  York 


Catalina  K.  Meyer  died  after  saving  Ketevan  Alexi-Meskhishvili  and  attempt¬ 
ing  to  rescue  Zahra  Lahrizi  from  burning,  New  York,  New  York,  December 
17,  1997.  Houseguests  Ms.  Alexi-Meskhishvili,  18,  and  Ms.  Lahrizi,  48,  were 
on  the  fourth  and  fifth  floors,  respectively,  of  a  five-story  townhouse  when,  at 
night,  fire  broke  out  on  the  third  floor  and  spread  to  the  upper  floors.  Ms. 
Meyer,  60,  retired  stockbroker,  and  her  husband,  owners  of  the  house,  were 
asleep  on  the  third  floor  when  they  awakened  to  the  blaze.  Ms.  Meyer 
reported  the  fire  but  did  not  then  flee  the  burning  structure.  She  was  heard 
on  the  fourth  floor,  by  Ms.  Alexi-Meskhishvili,  screaming  of  the  fire;  the 
screams  had  awakened  Ms.  Alexi-Meskhishvili,  enabling  her  to  flee  by  way  of 
a  fire  escape.  With  flame  conditions  rapidly  escalating,  Ms.  Meyer  and  Ms. 
Lahrizi  were  seen  falling  from  a  fourth-floor  window.  Badly  burned,  they 
incurred  fatal  injury.  Ms.  Alexi-Meskhishvili  sustained  smoke  inhalation, 
from  which  she  recovered.  Ms.  Meyer’s  husband  and  others  in  the  house 
escaped  to  safety.  72319-8246 


ROBERT  E.  MOHR 

Denver,  Indiana 

Robert  E.  Mohr  saved  Emily  Marshall  from  being  struck  by  a  train,  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  May  12,  1998.  Emily,  1,  had  wandered  from  her  home  to  a  nearby 
railroad  track  and  was  on  the  track  as  a  freight  train  was  approaching  at  about 
24  m.p.h.  Seeing  her  there,  Mohr,  48,  the  train’s  conductor,  immediately  left 
the  cab  of  the  lead  locomotive  and,  the  train  then  in  emergency  braking, 
assumed  a  position  at  the  bottom  of  a  set  of  stairs  that  extended  to  ground 
level  at  the  front  of  the  locomotive.  Emily,  meanwhile,  moved  to  a  point  just 
outside  one  of  the  rails  bur  remained  in  the  path  of  the  train.  Crouching, 
Mohr  extended  his  right  leg  in  front  of  the  train  as  it  approached  Emily,  and 
when  it  reached  her,  he  swung  his  leg  and  struck  her,  pushing  her  out  of  the 
train’s  path.  Mohr  then  jumped  from  the  moving  train  and  ran  to  Emily,  who 
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was  lying  beside  the  track.  He  picked  her  up  and  took  her  to  arriving  para¬ 
medics.  Emily  required  hospital  treatment  for  lacerations  to  her  head  that 
needed  sutures,  and  she  recovered.  Mohr  recovered  from  sore  muscles  and  a 
minor  scrape.  72696-8295 


JOSEPH  PATRICK  MOLONEY 

Parry  Sound,  Ontario 

Joseph  Patrick  Moloney  helped  to  save  Donald  H.  Codings  from  burning, 
Pointe  au  Baril  Station,  Ontario,  April  7,  1997.  Codings,  43,  was  one  of  three 
crewmembers  in  the  lead  locomotive  of  a  48-car  train  that  was  traveling 
through  a  remote  area  at  night.  All  four  of  the  train’s  locomotives  and  14  of 
its  cars  suddenly  derailed  when  it  reached  the  area  where  the  track  bed  had 
collapsed.  The  lead  locomotive  came  to  rest  on  its  right  side,  partly  buried  by 
embankment  fill,  and  a  large  fire  broke  out  on  one  of  the  other  locomotives, 
which  had  landed  atop  the  lead  unit.  A  large  quantity  of  diesel  fuel  escaped 
the  locomotives’  ruptured  tanks.  Codings,  badly  injured  and  unconscious, 
was  trapped  in  the  wreckage,  but  the  two  other  crewmembers,  Moloney,  38, 
brakeman,  and  rhe  train’s  engineer,  escaped  the  locomotive  by  climbing 
through  its  door,  which  was  then  overhead.  The  train  included  a  tanker  car 
loaded  with  propane,  and,  although  Moloney  and  the  engineer  did  not  know 
its  status,  they  remained  at  the  wreckage  to  free  Codings.  With  his  hands, 
Moloney  dug  embankment  fid  that  blocked  access  to  a  window  in  the  cab  of 
the  lead  locomotive.  He  then  crawled  partially  into  the  cab,  grasped  Codings, 
and  began  to  pud  him  out,  aided  by  the  engineer,  but  Codings  remained 
trapped.  Despite  flames  that  extended  at  least  20  feet  into  the  air  from  nearby 
wreckage,  Moloney  and  the  engineer  returned  to  the  top  of  the  lead  locomo¬ 
tive.  As  the  engineer  held  the  door  open,  Moloney  re-entered  the  cab  com¬ 
pletely,  freed  Codings,  then  exited  the  cab  and,  with  the  engineer,  went  back 
to  the  window.  Moloney  and  the  engineer  puded  Codings  through  the  win¬ 
dow  and  took  him  to  a  point  nearby.  Rather  than  flee  the  scene  on  foot, 
Moloney  and  the  engineer  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wreckage,  despite 
thick,  black  smoke  from  the  burning  diesel  fuel,  to  tend  to  Codings  as  they 
awaited  help.  Although  it  was  cold,  they  removed  their  own  coats  to  cover 
him.  Help  arrived  by  rail  about  90  minutes  after  the  accident,  and  ad  three 
taken  to  the  hospital.  Codings  was  detained  three  days  for  treat- 
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ment  of  his  injuries,  and  Moloney  was  treated  for  cuts,  bruises,  and  smoke 

inhalation.  Effects  of  the  ordeal  caused  him  to  miss  14  months  work. 

73286-8317 


NATHAN  L.  MOORE 

Decatur,  Georgia 


Nathan  L.  Moore  rescued  Joseph  E.  Parker  from  assault,  Avondale  Estates, 
Georgia,  May  2,  1998.  Parker,  44,  was  driving  a  city  bus  from  a  station  when 
a  male  passenger  armed  with  a  concealed  knife  suddenly  began  to  stab  him. 
As  other  passengers  left  the  vehicle,  Moore,  36,  carpenter,  made  his  way  to 
the  front  of  the  bus  and  intervened.  At  that,  the  assailant  pushed  Parker  away 
and  stabbed  Moore  in  the  shoulder,  deeply.  Parker  having  fled  the  bus,  the 
assailant  and  Moore  struggled  for  control  of  the  knife.  A  police  officer,  armed 
with  a  gun,  baton,  and  chemical  spray,  boarded  the  bus  and  attempted  to 
subdue  the  assailant,  enabling  Moore  to  flee  the  bus  with  the  knife,  which  he 
had  secured.  The  assailant  then  left  the  bus  but  was  immediately  appre¬ 
hended  by  police.  Parker  was  hospitalized  for  treatment,  including  surgery,  of 
six  stab  wounds.  Moore  was  hospitalized  overnight  for  treatment  of  his  stab 
wound,  which  also  required  surgery,  and  a  cut  to  his  thumb.  72723-8296 


EVAN  BRADLEY  MORRIS 
Richmond,  Virginia 

Evan  Bradley  Morris  saved  Claudine  Fiore  from  burning,  Powhatan,  Virginia, 
September  27,  1998.  Ms.  Fiore,  24,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that,  in  a  highway 
accident,  struck  a  pickup  truck  head  on,  then  left  the  roadway  and  caught  fire 
in  the  engine  area.  The  driver  of  the  pickup,  Morris,  23,  civil  engineer,  was 
injured  in  the  accident  and  rendered  unconscious  briefly.  After  he  revived, 
Morris,  with  difficulty,  left  his  truck  and  approached  the  burning  car,  in 
which  Ms.  Fiore  lay  unconscious  in  the  front-seat  area.  He  opened  the  driv¬ 
er’s  door  and  extended  his  tipper  body  into  the  car.  After  releasing  Ms.  Fiore’s 
safety  belt,  Morris  grasped  her,  and,  cradling  her,  removed  her  from  the 
vehicle  and  carried  her  to  a  point  of  safety  across  the  highway.  Flames  on  the 
car  grew  and  soon  engulfed  it.  Ms.  Fiore  and  Morris  were  taken  to  the 
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hospital  for  treatment  of  injuries  sustained  in  the  crash,  and  Morris  required 
surgery  to  his  shoulder,  which  sustained  significant  injury  at  some  point  dur¬ 
ing  the  incident.  73 1 55-8336 


JAMES  R.  MUNRO 

Bothwell,  Ontario 

James  R.  Munro  helped  to  rescue  Nancy  J.  Kozlovic  from  burning,  Guelph, 
Ontario,  June  24,  1998.  Ms.  Kozlovic,  45,  was  the  pilot  of  a  small  airplane 
that,  during  a  landing  attempt,  crashed  into  the  yard  of  a  residence  and 
caught  fire.  Unable  to  remove  her  seat  belt,  she  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage, 
on  which  flames  were  spreading  quickly.  Munro,  54,  farmer,  was  approaching 
the  scene  in  a  taxi  and  arrived  just  after  the  crash.  He  ran  to  the  right  side  of 
the  plane  and,  stepping  beneath  the  wing,  where  the  plane’s  fuel  tanks  were 
located,  reached  through  the  opened  door  into  the  cockpit.  Despite  flames  by 
then  inside  the  plane,  Munro  made  repeated  attempts  to  release  Ms. 
Kozlovic’s  seat  belt.  A  man  responding  to  the  scene  from  the  residence  then 
grasped  Ms.  Kozlovic  by  the  arm  and,  pulling  forcefully,  removed  her  from 
the  plane  to  the  ground.  Munro  and  the  other  man  extinguished  flames  on 
Ms.  Kozlovic,  who  then  walked  away  from  the  wreckage  as  the  cockpit  was 
engulfed  by  flame.  Ms.  Kozlovic  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was 
detained  several  weeks  for  treatment  of  severe  burns.  72932-8254 


KERRY  ALFRED  OSBORNE 
MacTier,  Ontario 

Kerry  Alfred  Osborne  helped  to  save  Donald  H.  Collings  from  burning, 
Pointe  au  Baril  Station,  Ontario,  April  7,  1 997.  Collings,  43,  was  one  of  three 
crewmembers  in  the  lead  locomotive  of  a  48-car  train  that  was  traveling 
through  a  remote  area  at  night.  All  four  of  the  train’s  locomotives  and  14  of 
its  cars  suddenly  derailed  when  it  reached  the  area  where  the  track  bed  had 
collapsed.  The  lead  locomotive  came  to  rest  on  its  right  side,  partly  buried  by 
embankment  fill,  and  a  large  fire  broke  out  on  one  of  the  other  locomotives, 
which  had  landed  atop  the  lead  unit.  A  large  quantity  of  diesel  fuel  escaped 
the  locomotives  ruptured  tanks.  Collings,  badly  injured  and  unconscious, 
was  trapped  in  the  wreckage,  but  the  two  other  crewmembers,  Osborne,  40, 
railroad  engineer,  and  the  train’s  brakeman,  escaped  the  locomotive  by  climb- 
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ing  through  its  door,  which  was  then  overhead.  The  train  included  a  tanker 
car  loaded  with  propane,  and,  although  Osborne  and  the  brakeman  did  not 
know  its  status,  they  remained  at  the  wreckage  to  free  Codings.  With  his 
hands,  the  brakeman  dug  embankment  fill  that  blocked  access  to  a  window 
in  the  cab  of  the  lead  locomotive.  He  then  crawled  partially  into  the  cab, 
grasped  Codings,  and  began  to  pud  him  out,  aided  by  Osborne,  but  Codings 
remained  trapped.  Despite  flames  that  extended  at  least  20  feet  into  the  air 
from  nearby  wreckage,  Osborne  and  the  brakeman  returned  to  the  top  of  the 
lead  locomotive.  As  Osborne  held  the  door  open,  the  brakeman  re-entered 
the  cab  completely,  freed  Codings,  then  exited  the  cab  and,  with  Osborne, 
went  back  to  the  window.  Osborne  and  the  brakeman  pulled  Codings 
through  the  window  and  took  him  to  a  point  nearby.  Rather  than  flee  the 
scene  on  foot,  Osborne  and  the  brakeman  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
wreckage,  despite  thick,  black  smoke  from  the  burning  diesel  fuel,  to  tend  to 
Codings  as  they  awaited  help.  Although  it  was  cold,  they  removed  their  own 
coats  to  cover  him.  Help  arrived  by  rail  about  90  minutes  after  the  accident, 
and  ad  three  men  were  taken  to  the  hospital.  Codings  was  detained  three  days 
for  treatment  of  his  injuries.  Osborne  was  treated  for  bruises  and  smoke 
inhalation,  and  he  required  surgery  for  injury  to  his  shoulder.  Effects  of  the 
ordeal  caused  him  to  miss  14  months’  work.  73287-8318 


JAMES  H.  PEEDIN 

Selma,  North  Carolina 

James  H.  Peedin  rescued  Pansy  F.  and  James  H.  Stephens  from  burning,  An- 
gier,  North  Carolina,  February  10,  1998.  Ms.  Stephens,  79,  and  her  son 
James,  46,  were  inside  their  one-story  home  after  fire  erupted  in  the  kitchen. 
A  passing  motorist,  Peedin,  46,  store  manager,  saw  flames  inside  the  house. 
He  stopped  at  the  scene  and  entered  the  house  through  the  kitchen  door.  By 
then,  flames  had  spread  to  the  wads  and  ceiling  of  the  room.  Peedin  went  to 
Ms.  Stephens,  who  was  in  the  kitchen,  and  escorted  her  outside,  where  he 
learned  that  James  was  still  in  the  burning  house.  Peedin  re-entered  the 
kitchen  and  crossed  it  to  the  adjoining  living  room,  where  he  found  James 
asleep.  Peedin  carried  James  outside,  then  re-entered  the  house  in  search  of 
any  other  occupants.  Finding  none,  he  exited  a  final  time.  Ms.  Stephens 
required  hospital  treatment  for  burns  to  her  arms.  Peedin  was  given  oxygen  at 
the  scene,  and  he  recovered.  72464-8261 
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LEO  P.  PELLETIER 

North  Vancouver,  British  Columbia 


Leo  P.  Pelletier  saved  Rajinder  K.  Dewat  from  burning,  North  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  June  24,  1997.  Dewat,  31,  was  the  driver  of  a  dump  truck 
that,  in  a  highway  accident,  left  the  roadway  and  overturned  onto  its  driver’s 
side,  spilling  diesel  fuel  in  the  vicinity.  Flames  broke  out  in  the  area  of  the 
cab,  threatening  Dewat,  who  was  trapped  in  the  wreckage.  Pelletier,  44,  elec¬ 
trical  engineer,  who  worked  nearby,  heard  the  accident  and  immediately  ran 
to  the  scene.  He  approached  the  cab  of  the  overturned  truck,  then  saw  that 
Dewat  had  put  his  head  through  a  very  small  space  between  the  partially 
opened  driver’s  door  and  the  ground.  Pelletier  grasped  Dewat,  who  was 
soaked  in  diesel  fuel,  and  pulled  on  him  repeatedly,  laboriously  maneuvering 
him  from  the  wreckage  as  the  cab  continued  to  burn.  Pelletier  helped  Dewat 
to  stand,  then  walked  him  away  from  the  scene.  Dewat  required  hospital 
treatment  for  his  injuries,  from  which  he  recovered.  73067-8262 


BARRY  PITT 

Calvf.rt  City,  Kentucky 

Barry  Pitt  rescued  Willard  E.  Burgess  from  burning,  Draffenville,  Kentucky, 
May  5,  1998.  Burgess,  69,  was  inside  his  mobile  home  after  fire  erupted  there 
and  spread  in  the  kitchen  and  living  room.  The  fire  was  discovered  by  a 
neighbor  boy,  who  then  alerted  another  neighbor,  Pitt,  37,  machinist.  Pitt 
responded  to  the  scene  and,  despite  intense  heat  inside  the  mobile  home, 
entered  the  structure  through  the  front  door.  He  crawled  about  15  feet 
through  dense  smoke  in  the  burning  living  room,  or  to  where  he  found 
Burgess  lying  on  the  floor.  Pitt  grasped  Burgess  about  the  belt  and  pulled  him 
to  the  front  door,  then  onto  the  porch.  He  carried  Burgess  a  distance  away 
from  the  burning  structure,  then,  because  of  increasing  heat,  moved  him  far¬ 
ther  away.  Burgess  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  extensive  and  serious 
burns  and  died  four  months  later.  '  72726-8305 
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KEITH  LOUIS  PUTNAM,  deceased 
Hanahan,  South  Carolina 

Keith  Louis  Putnam  died  after  saving  Layonee  R.  Phillips  from  being  struck 
by  a  train,  Hanahan,  South  Carolina,  August  6,  1998.  Ms.  Phillips,  21,  was 
unconscious  in  the  driver’s  seat  of  a  car  that,  at  night,  had  become  stuck  on  a 
railroad  track  at  a  crossing.  A  train  traveling  at  about  45  m.p.h.  was 
approaching  on  the  track.  Keith,  15,  student,  was  the  passenger  of  another 
vehicle  that  approached  the  crossing.  He  immediately  left  that  vehicle  and  ran 
to  the  stranded  car.  He  grasped  Ms.  Phillips,  pulled  her  from  the  car,  and 
dragged  her  to  safety.  The  train  bearing  down  on  the  crossing,  Keith  returned 
to  the  car,  looked  inside,  and  turned  away.  The  train  then  struck  the  car, 
which  struck  Keith,  inflicting  fatal  injury.  Ms.  Phillips  was  treated  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  minor  injuries.  72968-83 1 5 


MICHAEL  A.  RAIMO 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Michael  A.  Raimo  rescued  a  woman  from  assault,  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
November  18,  1997.  A  45-year-old  woman  was  attacked  by  her  live-in 
boyfriend  shortly  after  she  arrived  home.  Raimo,  37,  general  contractor,  who 
was  working  in  the  neighborhood,  and  another  man  had  seen  her  drive  home 
and  were  responding  to  the  scene  out  of  concern  for  her,  as  they  had  earlier 
seen  the  boyfriend  acting  erratically.  As  Raimo  and  the  other  man,  who  was 
armed  with  a  ball  bat,  approached  the  woman’s  house,  they  heard  her  scream¬ 
ing.  Suddenly,  the  woman  ran  out  the  front  door,  followed  closely  by  the 
assailant,  who  was  armed  with  a  knife.  The  assailant  swung  the  knife  at 
Raimo,  who  avoided  a  blow,  then  stabbed  the  other  man  in  the  chest.  Mor¬ 
tally  wounded,  he  collapsed  to  the  ground.  As  the  assailant  and  the  woman 
then  struggled  nearby,  Raimo  took  the  bat  and  struck  the  assailant  with  it. 
The  assailant  stood  and  returned  to  the  house,  where  he  was  arrested  by 
police.  73347-8273 
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MICHAEL  J.  RAVESI 

Oswego,  New  York 

Michael  J.  Ravesi  helped  to  save  Laura  F.  Cuthbert  from  electrocution,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  New  York,  October  1,  1997.  Ms.  Cuthbert,  37,  was  the  driver  of  an 
automobile  that  was  stopped  at  a  downtown  intersection  when  a  300-ton 
truck  crane  at  a  nearby  construction  site  overturned.  The  falling  300-foot 
boom  of  the  crane  pulled  down  wires,  including  one  of  a  primary  electric  line 
carrying  more  than  4,000  volts,  then  struck  and  lay  atop  Ms.  Cuthbert’s  car. 
Working  at  the  site,  Ravesi,  24,  apprentice  electrician,  immediately 
responded  to  the  scene.  Taking  care  to  avoid  the  downed  lines,  he  and  two 
co-workers  approached  the  car,  not  knowing  if  any  of  the  lines  or  the  car  or 
boom  were  energized.  Ms.  Cuthbert  yelled  for  help.  After  one  of  the  two 
other  men  touched  the  body  of  the  car  and  was  not  shocked,  Ravesi  and  the 
two  men  pulled  at  the  driver’s  door  until  the  glass  in  its  window  shattered. 
Although  still  uncertain  as  to  the  possibility  of  any  electrical  charge,  the  men 
reached  through  the  window,  grasped  Ms.  Cuthbert,  and,  with  difficulty, 
pulled  her  from  the  car,  feet  first.  She  walked  away  from  the  car,  having  sus¬ 
tained  cuts  and  bruises,  for  which  she  received  hospital  treatment.  She  recov¬ 
ered.  72522-8286 


CHARLES  H.  RAY,  JR. 

Concord,  California 

Charles  H.  Ray,  Jr.,  helped  to  rescue  Catherine  E.  Summers  from  assault, 
Carson  City,  Nevada,  December  1 1,  1997.  Ms.  Summers,  37,  a  deputy  sher¬ 
iff,  was  attempting  to  detain  a  disturbed  man  in  the  parking  lot  of  a  store 
when  the  man  took  her  gun  from  its  holster.  Ms.  Summers  and  the  man  then 
struggled  for  control  of  it.  When  an  employee  of  the  store  joined  in  the  strug¬ 
gle,  the  gun  fired,  the  bullet  striking  the  pavement.  Ray,  38,  mechanic,  who 
also  worked  for  the  store,  and  another  co-worker  ran  to  the  scene  and  joined 
in  the  struggle  against  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  each  of  the  rescuers.  Ray 
pried  the  assailant’s  fingers  from  the  gun  while  his  co-worker  grasped  him 
about  the  neck  to  help  subdue  him.  The  men  helped  take  the  assailant,  who 
remained  combative,  to  the  pavement  and  held  him  there  until  additional 
officers  arrived  shortly  and  apprehended  him.  72412-8267 
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LISA  RAYMOND 
Sidney,  Illinois 

Lisa  Raymond  helped  to  save  Haleigh  N.  Akers  and  Harley  M.  and  Heather 
A.  Garrett  from  burning,  Sidney,  Illinois,  December  19,  1997.  Sisters 
Haleigh,  8;  Harley,  6,  and  Heather,  5,  were  inside  their  family’s  two-story 
house  when  fire  erupted  on  the  first  floor,  in  the  living  room.  Their  mother 
learned  of  the  fire,  then  told  the  girls  to  leave  the  house  during  the  confusion 
which  ensued  as  she  struggled  to  open  the  back  door.  The  mother  then  fled 
the  house.  Ms.  Raymond,  34,  registered  nurse,  who  lived  across  the  street, 
was  alerted  to  the  fire.  She  went  to  the  scene  and  learned  that  the  girls  were 
unaccounted  for.  Believing  that  they  remained  inside  the  house,  Ms. 
Raymond  entered  the  burning  living  room  through  the  front  door  and,  with 
visibility  diminished  because  of  dense  smoke,  crawled  partially  across  the 
room.  Hearing  children  crying,  Ms.  Raymond  called  to  the  girls  to  exit  the 
house  through  the  back  door.  Ms.  Raymond  then  turned  and  left  the  house 
through  the  front  door.  The  girls  escaped  unharmed  to  safety.  72415-8257 


JESSICA  R.  RICHARDSON 
Belleville,  Illinois 

Jessica  R.  Richardson  helped  to  rescue  Brandon  M.  Robbins  from  an  attack¬ 
ing  dog,  Belleville,  Illinois,  March  27,  1998.  Brandon,  7,  was  in  the  back 
yard  of  the  house  where  he  and  his  family  were  visiting  when  a  large,  male, 
pit  bull  dog  exited  the  residence  and  began  to  attack  him.  His  mother  imme¬ 
diately  responded  and  attempted  to  shield  him.  A  neighbor,  Ms.  Richardson, 
44,  balance  clerk,  heard  screaming  and  barking;  she  looked  outside  and  saw 
the  dog  atop  Brandon.  Taking  a  piece  of  wood  with  her,  Ms.  Richardson  ran 
to  the  scene  and  struck  the  dog,  causing  it  to  cease  its  attack  on  Brandon, 
who  was  then  taken  to  safety  by  his  mother.  The  dog  then  turned  on  Ms. 
Richardson  and  took  her  to  the  ground,  where  it  bit  her  repeatedly  about  the 
arms  and  hands.  Ms.  Richardson  regained  her  footing  and  backed  up  to  a 
fence  bordering  the  property,  the  dog  pursuing  her.  Others  put  a  chair  over 
the  fence,  and  when  Ms.  Richardson  stepped  onto  it,  they  pulled  her  over  the 
fence  to  safety.  Brandon  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  bite  wounds,  which 
required  surgery.  Ms.  Richardson  was  also  hospitalized;  detained  three  days, 
she  too  required  surgery,  for  multiple  bites  to  both  arms  that  resulted  in  nerve 
damage.  72620-8302 
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GARY  RICHMOND 

Vancouver,  British  Columbia 

Gary  Richmond  helped  victims  of  a  bear  attack,  Fort  Nelson,  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  August  14,  1997.  Patti  R.  McConnell,  37,  and  her  son,  Kelly,  13,  were 
on  an  elevated  boardwalk  in  a  wooded  area  of  a  provincial  park  when  they 
saw  a  black  bear  feeding  nearby.  The  218-pound  male  bear  suddenly  charged 
onto  the  walk,  set  upon  Ms.  McConnell,  and  began  to  maul  her.  Shouting, 
Kelly  approached  the  bear  and  kicked  it,  then  obtained  a  branch  and  struck 
the  bear  repeatedly  about  the  head  and  nose.  The  bear  turned  on  Kelly,  tak¬ 
ing  him  to  the  walk  and  inflicting  numerous  wounds.  Raymond  C.  Kitchen, 
56,  who  had  been  visiting  the  park,  arrived  at  the  scene  and,  shouting,  fought 
the  bear  with  a  stick.  The  bear  then  turned  on  him,  taking  him  to  the  ground 
about  20  feet  from  where  Kelly  and  his  mother  lay  immobilized  by  their 
wounds.  Other  park  visitors  arrived  and  attempted  to  stop  the  bear’s  mauling 
of  Kitchen,  which  was  fatal.  One  of  them  left  for  help,  and  others  responded 
to  Kelly  and  Ms.  McConnell.  Another  park  visitor,  Richmond,  46,  engineer¬ 
ing  geologist,  joined  them  and  helped  apply  first-aid  efforts,  the  bear  remain¬ 
ing  nearby.  Unbeknownst  to  them,  the  bear  left  Kitchen  and  approached,  and 
it  charged  the  boardwalk  again.  They  chased  it  away.  The  bear  left  the  imme¬ 
diate  area  but  attacked  and  mauled  a  fourth  victim  before  it  was  felled  by 
firearm.  Ms.  McConnell  died  of  her  injuries,  and  Kelly  required  three  weeks’ 
hospitalization  for  treatment  of  his  wounds,  which  included  several  broken 
bones  and  severe  lacerations.  72225-8283 


MARC  RIVEST 
Belle  River,  Ontario 

Marc  Rivest  helped  to  rescue  Roland  P.  Robert  from  burning,  Tecumseh, 
Ontario,  August  13,  1998.  Flying  a  helicopter,  Robert,  35,  was  applying 
insecticide  to  a  field  when  the  helicopter  crashed  to  the  ground  and  caught 
fire.  Trapped  in  the  wreckage  of  the  cockpit,  he  shouted  for  help.  Rivest,  36, 
business  operator,  and  another  man  witnessed  the  accident  from  their  vehicle 
on  a  road  adjacent  to  the  field.  They  drove  closer  to  the  scene,  then  ran  to  the 
wreckage.  Despite  flames  six  feet  high  issuing  from  the  area  of  the  helicopter’s 
engine  and  fuel  tanks,  Rivest  freed  Robert’s  feet  and  legs  from  the  wreckage 
while  the  other  man  held  his  upper  body.  Rivest  and  the  other  man  then 
grasped  Robert  about  the  shoulders,  pulled  him  from  the  helicopter,  and 
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dragged  him  away.  Within  moments,  an  explosion  in  the  wreckage  engulfed 
much  of  it  with  flames.  Robert  sustained  only  a  minor  burn  but  required 
extensive  hospitalization  for  significant  other  injury.  72992-8327 


TROY  WAYNE  ROGERS 

Burleson,  Texas 

Troy  Wayne  Rogers  helped  to  rescue  Troy  A.  McKnight  from  burning, 
Burleson,  Texas,  November  17,  1998.  Following  a  highway  accident, 
McKnight,  39,  lay  unconscious  in  the  cab  of  a  pickup  truck  that  had  over¬ 
turned  onto  its  passenger  side  and  caught  fire.  The  accident  was  discovered  by 
a  man  who  then  attempted  to  gain  entry  to  the  truck  by  striking  the  wind¬ 
shield.  Working  nearby,  Rogers,  33,  carpenter,  heard  that  man  screaming. 
Rogers  ran  to  the  scene  and,  kicking  and  punching  the  windshield,  gained 
access  to  the  cab,  into  which  flames  had  spread  and  were  growing.  Rogers 
partially  entered  the  cab,  patted  out  some  flames  on  McKnight’s  attire,  then 
grasped  him  and  began  to  pull  him  from  the  truck.  The  other  man  also  seized 
McKnight,  who  was  aflame,  and  together  the  men  removed  him.  They  took 
McKnight  away  from  the  truck,  the  cab  of  which  was  shortly  engulfed  by 
flame,  and  extinguished  the  flames  on  his  clothing.  McKnight  was  hospital¬ 
ized  for  treatment  of  serious  burns  and  other  injury.  Rogers  required  hospital 
treatment  for  second-degree  burns  to  his  hands  and  abrasions.  73237-8334 


BRADFORD  S.  ROUNDS 
Gainesville,  Georgia 

Bradford  S.  Rounds  saved  Escilda  Amador  from  burning,  Buford,  Georgia, 
February  11,  1998.  Ms.  Amador,  97,  was  inside  her  family’s  home  after  fire 
erupted  in  a  first-floor  bedroom  and  filled  the  house  with  dense  smoke. 
Rounds,  29,  deputy  sheriff,  was  patrolling  the  area  when  he  learned  of  the 
fire.  Fie  immediately  responded  to  the  scene,  where  he  learned  that  Ms. 
Amador  was  still  inside  the  house.  Hearing  her  scream,  Rounds  entered  the 
house  through  the  kitchen  door,  then,  in  dense  smoke  which  precluded  visi¬ 
bility,  followed  her  screams  by  crawling  about  45  feet  through  the  kitchen 
and  a  hall  to  a  bathroom  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  house.  Rounds  forced 
open  rhe  door  to  the  bathroom,  which  was  adjacent  to  the  burning  bedroom, 
and  found  Ms.  Amador.  He  picked  her  up,  then  began  to  drag  her  through 
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the  hall  toward  the  kitchen.  En  route,  he  became  disoriented  momentarily, 
but  he  succeeded  in  dragging  Ms.  Amador  through  the  kitchen  and  outside 
to  safety.  1  here,  Rounds  collapsed.  Both  he  and  Ms.  Amador  were  hospital¬ 
ized  for  smoke  inhalation,  and  they  recovered.  72504-8270 


JEFFREY  ALYN  RUSHING 
Centralia,  Illinois 

Jeffrey  Aiyn  Rushing  rescued  Ralph  W.  Guenther  from  burning,  Centralia, 
Illinois,  March  22,  1998.  Guenther,  47,  was  in  his  family’s  two-story  home 
after  fire  broke  out  at  night  in  the  adjoining  carport  and  spread  to  the 
kitchen.  Rushing,  27,  factory  worker,  saw  the  burning  house  while  driving  by. 
He  stopped  at  the  scene  and  learned  that  Guenther  was  still  inside.  Rushing 
approached  the  front  door,  partially  entered  the  smoke-filled  living  room,  and 
called  out  to  Guenther  but  had  to  withdraw  for  air.  He  then  broke  out  a  first- 
floor  window  and  shouted  to  Guenther  again,  that  time  hearing  Guenther 
moan.  Rushing  returned  to  the  front  door  and,  on  his  stomach,  entered  the 
house  and  began  to  crawl  through  the  living  room.  Heat  in  the  house  was 
intense,  and  smoke  precluded  visibility.  Touching  Guenther  at  a  point  about 
1 2  feet  from  the  door,  Rushing  grasped  him  by  the  arms  and  crawled  back  to 
the  door,  dragging  him.  He  then  removed  Guenther  outside  to  safety. 
Guenther  and  Rushing  sustained  minor  burns,  from  which  they  recovered. 

72610-8277 


JACOB  RUSSELL  RYKER 
Springfield,  Oregon 

Jacob  Russell  Ryker  helped  to  save  an  indeterminate  number  of  persons  from 
assault,  Springfield,  Oregon,  May  21,  1998.  More  than  100  students  were 
gathered  in  their  high  school’s  cafeteria  before  the  start  of  classes  when  a 
heavily  armed  15-year-old  boy  entered  the  room  and  opened  fire  on  them 
with  a  semiautomatic  rifle.  The  boy,  who  also  was  a  student  at  the  school,  had 
earlier  shot  four  other  persons,  killing  three.  One  of  the  students  in  the  cafe¬ 
teria  was  killed  and  many  were  wounded,  including  Jacob,  17,  who,  shot 
through  the  chest,  fell  to  the  floor.  As  the  assailant  appeared  to  be  reloading 
his  weapon,  Jacob  got  up  and,  despite  his  wound,  charged  him,  taking  him  to 
the  floor  and  causing  him  to  lose  the  rifle.  Several  other  students  joined  in 
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subduing  the  assailant.  As  they  struggled  against  him,  the  assailant  produced 
a  handgun,  which  Jacob,  moving  atop  him,  grasped  with  his  left  hand.  The 
gun  discharged,  further  wounding  Jacob,  in  a  finger.  Arriving  police  arrested 
the  assailant.  Twenty-five  of  the  students  were  wounded;  Jacob  required  four 
days’  hospitalization  for  treatment,  including  surgery,  of  his  injuries. 

72718-8338 


DOUGLAS  HOWARD  SCHLEGEL 

Bath,  Pennsylvania 

Douglas  Howard  Schlegel  helped  to  rescue  Walter  J.  Macaulay,  Jr.,  from 
burning,  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  March  14,  1997.  Macaulay,  58,  was  in  a  bed¬ 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  his  three-story  duplex  after  fire  broke  out  in  the 
living  room  on  the  first  floor,  at  night.  Police  officers,  including  Schlegel,  37, 
responded  to  the  scene.  Told  that  Macaulay  and  others  remained  inside  the 
unit,  Schlegel  entered  through  the  front  door,  crossed  the  burning  living 
room,  then,  from  the  dining  room,  ascended  the  stairs  to  the  second  floor, 
where  dense  smoke  precluded  visibility.  Hearing  Macaulay,  Schlegel  moved 
through  a  hall  toward  the  sound  of  his  voice.  As  flame  conditions  worsened, 
Schlegel  and  Macaulay  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  stairs  but  in  their 
attempt  to  flee  the  burning  building  fell  down  the  stairs  to  the  first  floor.  Two 
other  police  officers,  meanwhile,  entered  the  unit  through  the  back  door. 
With  flames  spreading  into  the  dining  room,  the  other  officers  found 
Macaulay  and  Schlegel  and  helped  them  exit  the  unit  through  the  back  door. 
Their  escape  from  the  premises  was  further  hampered  by  flames  issuing  from 
the  building’s  first-floor  windows,  requiring  them  to  tear  down  a  fence  at  the 
front  of  the  property.  Macaulay  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of  smoke 
inhalation  and  first-  and  second-degree  burns.  Schlegel  was  treated  at  the  hos¬ 
pital  for  smoke  inhalation  and  minor  burns.  They  recovered.  72864-8252 


DAVID  LOUIS  SESTAK 
Hermosa  Beach,  California 

David  Louis  Sestak  saved  Alexander  Popoff  from  drowning,  West  Sacra¬ 
mento,  California,  January  14,  1998.  After  his  automobile  left  the  highway, 
entered  the  rain-swollen  Sacramento  River,  and  submerged,  Popoff,  70,  freed 
himself  through  the  driver’s  window  and  surfaced,  dazed.  Another  motorist, 
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Sestak,  37,  construction  manager,  saw  the  accident.  He  stopped  at  the  scene 
and  descended  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  which,  carrying  debris,  was  flowing 
swiftly.  Concluding  that  there  was  no  time  even  to  remove  his  boots,  Sestak 
entered  the  very  cold  water  and  swam  about  50  feet  to  Popoff,  who  had  sub¬ 
merged  again.  He  grasped  Popoff  with  one  hand  and,  using  the  other,  swam 
back  toward  the  bank  as  the  current  carried  them  downstream.  Nearing  the 
bank,  Sestak  snagged  on  a  submerged  branch,  but  he  freed  himself.  Popoff 
then  clung  to  a  submerged  tree  about  10  feet  from  the  waterline  as  Sestak 
obtained  a  branch  from  the  bank.  He  extended  the  branch  to  Popoff  and 
pulled  him  to  the  bank  and  out  of  the  river.  Popoff  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  minor  injury,  from  which  he  recovered.  72555-8245 


JAMES  A.  SHANNON 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

James  A.  Shannon  saved  Phillip  B.  Hall,  Sr.,  from  burning,  Hyde  Park,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  May  17,  1998.  Hall,  83,  was  lying  in  bed  in  a  bedroom  on  the 
second  floor  of  his  family’s  two-story  house  after  fire  erupted  in  an  adjoining 
bedroom.  Shannon,  28,  high  school  teacher,  was  driving  through  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  when  he  was  alerted  to  smoke  issuing  from  the  house.  He  knocked 
on  the  front  door  of  the  house  and  alerted  an  occupant  to  the  smoke. 
Moments  later,  having  learned  that  Hall  remained  upstairs,  Shannon  entered 
the  house  and  went  to  the  second  floor,  where  dense  smoke  reduced  visibility 
and  made  breathing  difficult.  He  proceeded  through  a  hallway,  passing  the 
room  in  which  the  fire  had  started,  and  found  Hall  in  his  bedroom.  Shannon 
picked  Hall  up,  positioned  him  over  his  shoulder,  then  exited  the  bedroom 
and  retraced  his  course  to  the  stairs.  As  he  passed  the  burning  bedroom, 
flames  by  then  were  issuing  into  the  hallway.  Shannon  carried  Hall  down  the 
stairs  and  outside  to  safety.  Shannon  required  hospital  treatment  for  smoke 
inhalation,  from  which  he  ultimately  recovered.  72766-8307 


VICTOR  K.  SHELTON 

Rustburg,  Virginia 

Victor  K.  Shelton  rescued  Charles  T.  Miles,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Lynchburg, 
Virginia,  September  1 6,  1998.  Following  a  highway  accident  at  night,  Miles, 
28,  lay  unconscious  inside  a  burning  pickup  truck,  which  was  positioned 
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astride  a  guardrail  bordering  the  highway  shoulder.  Another  motorist, 
Shelton,  42,  salesman,  witnessed  the  accident  and  stopped  at  the  scene. 
Shelton  approached  the  passenger  side  of  the  truck  as  flames  blocked  entry  at 
the  driver’s  side.  He  stepped  up  onto  the  guardrail,  looked  through  the 
broken-out  window  of  the  passenger  door,  and  saw  Miles,  unconscious,  lying 
in  the  cab.  Despite  flames  entering  the  truck  from  its  driver’s  side,  Shelton 
reached  inside,  grasped  Miles,  and  pulled  him  to  the  window.  He  then 
stepped  down  to  the  ground  and  pulled  Miles  out  of  the  vehicle.  Shelton  car¬ 
ried  Miles  a  short  distance  away,  then  returned  to  the  truck  to  check  for  other 
occupants.  Seeing  no  one  else,  he  ran  from  the  truck  shortly  before  two 
explosions  occurred  at  the  vehicle.  Miles  required  hospitalization  for  injuries 
received  in  the  accident,  including  minor  burns.  He  recovered.  73087-8328 


HENRY  SHIER,  deceased 
Chalk  River,  Ontario 

Henry  Shier  died  attempting  to  rescue  Virginia  M.  Shier  from  burning, 
Chalk  River,  Ontario,  March  17,  1998.  Ms.  Shier,  56,  was  in  a  basement 
bedroom  of  her  family’s  one-story  house  when,  at  night,  fire  broke  out  at  the 
furnace,  which  also  was  in  the  basement.  Flames  spread  to  the  adjacent  stairs, 
blocking  them.  Ms.  Shier’s  son,  Henry,  28,  electronic  technician,  who  had 
been  asleep  on  the  main  floor,  fled  the  house,  then  responded  to  a  point  out¬ 
side  a  window  in  the  basement  bedroom.  Gaining  access  to  the  house 
through  the  window,  Henry  climbed  into  the  basement.  Arriving  neighbors 
saw  him  at  the  base  of  the  window  with  his  mother.  Efforts  by  Henry  and  the 
neighbors  to  remove  Ms.  Shier  through  the  window  were  not  successful,  and 
Henry  disappeared  from  view  into  the  smoke.  Firefighters  found  him  and  his 
mother  at  the  base  of  the  window.  They  had  died  of  smoke  inhalation. 

72600-8259 


BRIAN  S.  SIEBENMORGAN,  deceased 
Pompano  Beach,  Florida 

Brian  S.  Siebenmorgan  saved  Sally  Terpsma  and  died  attempting  to  save 
Gitana  Kmieliauskaite  from  drowning,  Pompano  Beach,  Florida,  December 
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20,  1998.  Ms.  Terpsma,  44,  and  her  friend  Ms.  Kmieliauskaite,  28,  were 
wading  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  when  Ms.  Terpsma  was  pulled  into  water 
beyond  her  depth.  Unable  to  regain  her  footing,  she  called  for  help.  Ms. 
Kmieliauskaite  swam  to  her  but  likewise  encountered  difficulty  in  the  deeper 
water,  and  she  too  called  for  help.  Siebenmorgan,  34,  travel  agent,  who  had 
been  wading  nearby,  approached  Ms.  Terpsma  and  urged  her  to  swim  to  him. 
She  struggled  toward  him,  and  when  she  was  within  his  reach,  he  pulled  her 
to  wadable  water  from  which  she  then  went  to  shore.  Meanwhile,  Ms. 
Kmieliauskaite  had  been  pulled  farther  from  shore.  Siebenmorgan  swam  to 
her  and  began  to  pull  her  in,  but  he  struggled,  then  called  for  help  and  sub¬ 
merged.  Exhausted,  Ms.  Kmieliauskaite  was  carried  to  wadable  water,  where 
others  aided  her  to  the  beach.  She  was  attended  by  paramedics  at  the  scene 
before  being  taken  to  the  hospital  for  further  treatment.  She  recovered. 
Siebenmorgan  also  was  recovered  by  others  and  taken  to  the  hospital,  but 
efforts  to  revive  him  failed.  He  died  of  drowning.  73298-8340 


RICHARD  SILVIA,  deceased 
East  Taunton,  Massachusetts 

Richard  Silvia  died  attempting  to  save  Kevin  F.  Vargas  from  drowning, 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  January  18,  1999.  Kevin,  14,  broke  through  the  ice 
covering  First  Pond  at  a  point  about  30  feet  from  the  closer  bank.  He  shouted 
for  help.  Kevin’s  mother,  alerted  at  their  home  nearby,  responded  to  the 
scene.  Believed  to  have  been  walking  near  the  pond,  Silvia,  39,  mental  health 
worker,  was  seen  by  Kevin’s  mother  inching  across  the  ice  toward  Kevin,  car¬ 
rying  a  stick.  When  Silvia  had  reached  a  point  about  five  feet  from  Kevin,  he 
too  broke  through  the  ice  and  entered  the  frigid  water.  Silvia  submerged  and 
resurfaced  repeatedly,  then  submerged  a  final  time.  Rescue  personnel  arrived 
very  shortly  and  removed  Kevin  from  the  water.  He  required  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  for  hypothermia,  and  he  recovered.  Silvia  was  recovered  from  the  pond 
about  45  minutes  after  he  had  entered  it.  He  could  not  be  revived,  as  he  had 
drowned.  73307-8339 
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CHRISTOPHER  A.  P.  SMITH,  deceased 
Aylmer,  Ontario 

Christopher  A.  P.  Smith  died  helping  attempt  to  save  Jeffrey  A.  Brasser  from 
drowning,  Port  Stanley,  Ontario,  June  16,  1998.  At  a  point  about  1,000  feet 
from  shore,  Jeffrey,  16,  struggled  against  rough  water  in  Take  Erie  to  return 
to  the  pier  from  which  he  had  fallen  while  on  a  swimming  outing  with  two 
friends.  Smith,  19,  student,  and  others  on  the  pier  were  alerted.  After 
attempts  by  Jeffreys  friends  and  others  to  save  him  were  not  successful,  Smith 
entered  the  lake  from  the  pier  and  swam  to  him.  They  struggled  to  return  to 
the  pier,  then  were  separated  and  submerged.  Divers  arrived,  but  deteriorat¬ 
ing  conditions  precluded  their  entering  the  water.  Jeffrey  was  removed  from 
the  lake  later  that  day,  and  Smith,  the  following  day.  Both  had  drowned. 

72852-8309 


CURTIS  A.  SMITH,  deceased 
Fort  Myers,  Florida 

Curtis  A.  Smith  died  after  helping  to  save  Donald  L.  and  Jacob  Schroeder 
from  drowning,  Lakeport,  Florida,  December  26,  1998.  Schroeder,  41,  and 
his  son  Jacob,  10,  were  with  Schroeder’s  father  aboard  a  16-foot  motorboat, 
fishing  on  Lake  Okeechobee.  The  weather  suddenly  deteriorated,  and  the 
boat  capsized  in  the  high  wind  and  rough  water,  throwing  the  occupants 
overboard.  Smith,  45,  groundskeeper,  who  was  fishing  nearby  in  his  17-foot 
boat,  arrived  within  minutes  and  took  Jacob  aboard.  During  subsequent  res¬ 
cue  activity,  Smiths  boat  filled  with  water,  and  Smith  was  next  seen  in  the 
lake,  holding  a  floating  ice  chest.  He  was  carried  away.  Schroeder,  who  had 
boarded  Smith’s  boat,  remained  in  the  partially  submerged  vessel  with  Jacob 
until  they  were  rescued  by  another  fisherman  about  two  hours  later. 
Schroeder’s  father  drowned,  as  did  Smith,  whose  body  was  recovered  from  the 
lake  two  days  later.  73265-8331 
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ZACHARY  DANIEL  SMITH 
Downey,  California 

Zachary  Daniel  Smith  saved  Manuel  D.  Corral,  Jr.,  from  burning,  Santa  Fe 
Springs,  California,  May  17,  1998.  Manuel,  16,  was  the  driver  of  a  car  that, 
in  a  highway  accident  at  night,  overturned  onto  its  driver’s  side  and  caught 
fire.  Although  he  was  conscious,  he  was  trapped  by  his  safety  belt,  which  he 
could  not  release.  Smith,  19,  college  student,  was  driving  on  the  same  high¬ 
way  and  saw  the  overturned  and  burning  car.  Smith  stopped  at  the  scene  and 
as  he  approached  the  car  saw  Manuel  struggling  inside.  He  went  to  the  rear  of 
the  car  and,  despite  smoke  in  the  interior  and  flames  beginning  there,  entered 
through  the  rear  window,  which  was  missing.  Although  Manuel  greatly  out¬ 
weighed  him,  Smith  lifted  Manuel  to  gain  access  to  the  safety  belt,  which  he 
then  released.  Smith  grasped  Manuel  and  pulled  him  into  the  back-seat  area. 
They  then  exited  the  car  through  the  rear  window  and  ran  to  a  point  of  safety 
moments  before  flames  engulfed  the  car,  destroying  it.  Manuel  sustained 
abrasions,  from  which  he  recovered,  and  Smith  recovered  from  an  abrasion  to 
a  leg.  72767-8335 


BOYD  R.  STAPLEY 

Carson  City,  Nevada 

Boyd  R.  Stapley  helped  to  rescue  Catherine  E.  Summers  from  assault,  Carson 
City,  Nevada,  December  11,  1997.  Ms.  Summers,  37,  a  deputy  sheriff,  was 
attempting  to  detain  a  disturbed  man  in  the  parking  lot  of  a  store  when  the 
man  took  her  gun  from  its  holster.  Ms.  Summers  and  the  man  then  struggled 
for  control  of  it.  When  an  employee  of  the  store  joined  in  the  struggle,  the 
gun  fired,  the  bullet  striking  the  pavement.  Stapley,  50,  business  operator, 
and  another  co-worker  from  the  store  ran  to  the  scene  and  joined  in  the 
struggle  against  the  assailant,  who  outweighed  each  of  the  rescuers.  Stapley 
grasped  the  assailant  about  the  neck  to  help  subdue  him  while  his  co-worker 
pried  the  assailant’s  fingers  from  the  gun.  The  men  helped  take  the  assailant, 
who  remained  combative,  to  the  pavement  and  held  him  there  until  addi¬ 
tional  officers  arrived  shortly  and  apprehended  him.  73020-8268 
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GABRIEL  DYLAN  STEINBACH 
University  City,  Missouri 

Gabriel  Dylan  Steinbach  rescued  Barbara  L.  Becht  from  assault,  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  March  22,  1998.  Ms.  Becht,  32,  was  working  at  the  coffee 
bar  she  co-owned  when  a  man  armed  with  a  knife  approached  and,  without 
provocation,  stabbed  her.  She  screamed  and  began  to  run  away  but  fell  to  the 
floor  behind  the  serving  counter.  Atop  her,  the  assailant  continued  to  stab 
her.  Steinbach,  graphics  designer,  was  seated  at  the  counter.  He  immediately 
ran  around  the  end  of  the  counter  and  approached  the  assailant,  then  strug¬ 
gled  with  him,  enabling  Ms.  Becht  to  flee.  Steinbach  grasped  the  assailant’s 
knife  hand,  pinned  it  to  the  floor,  and,  other  customers  then  intervening, 
seized  the  knife  and  cast  it  aside.  The  customers  detained  the  assailant  until 
police  arrived  shortly  and  arrested  him.  Ms.  Becht  required  hospitalization 
for  treatment  of  multiple  stab  wounds,  from  which  she  recovered.  Steinbach 
also  required  hospital  treatment,  for  a  knife  wound  to  his  right  forearm,  and 
he  too  recovered.  73204-8278 


ROBERT  C.  SWARTZ,  JR. 

Syracuse,  New  York 

Robert  C.  Swartz,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  Laura  F.  Cuthbert  from  electrocution, 
Syracuse,  New  York,  October  1,  1997.  Ms.  Cuthbert,  37,  was  the  driver  of  an 
automobile  that  was  stopped  at  a  downtown  intersection  when  a  300-ton 
truck  crane  at  a  nearby  construction  site  overturned.  The  falling  300-foot 
boom  of  the  crane  pulled  down  wires,  including  one  of  a  primary  electric  line 
carrying  more  than  4,000  volts,  then  struck  and  lay  atop  Ms.  Cuthbert’s  car. 
Working  at  the  site,  Swartz,  25,  apprentice  electrician,  immediately 
responded  to  the  scene.  Taking  care  to  avoid  the  downed  lines,  he  and  two 
co-workers  approached  the  car,  not  knowing  if  any  of  the  lines  or  the  car  or 
boom  were  energized.  Ms.  Cuthbert  yelled  for  help.  After  one  of  the  two 
other  men  touched  the  body  of  the  car  and  was  not  shocked,  Swartz  and  the 
two  men  pulled  at  the  driver’s  door  until  the  glass  in  its  window  shattered. 
Although  still  uncertain  as  to  the  possibility  of  any  electrical  charge,  the  men 
reached  through  the  window,  grasped  Ms.  Cuthbert,  and,  with  difficulty, 
pulled  her  from  the  car,  feet  first.  She  walked  away  from  the  car,  having  sus¬ 
tained  cuts  and  bruises,  for  which  she  received  hospital  treatment.  She  recov¬ 
ered.  72523-8285 
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ODETTE  TREMBLAY 

Chicoutimi,  Quebec 

Odette  Tremblay  helped  to  rescue  Pierre  Gauthier  from  burning,  1’Etape, 
Quebec,  March  5,  1997.  The  automobile  in  which  Gauthier,  49,  was  a  front- 
seat  passenger  collided  with  another  vehicle.  Gauthier  was  knocked  uncon¬ 
scious  to  the  floor,  and  flames  broke  out  on  the  driver’s  side  of  the  car’s 
exterior.  Ms.  Tremblay,  41,  university  instructor,  and  other  motorists  stopped 
at  the  scene.  Responding  to  the  burning  car,  Ms.  Tremblay  entered  it  for 
Gauthier  by  crawling  through  the  broken  window  of  the  front  passenger 
door,  the  door  itself  appearing  to  her  to  be  jammed.  Kneeling  on  the  front 
seat,  Ms.  Tremblay  pulled  Gauthier  onto  the  seat.  Another  woman  arrived 
and  pulled  open  the  front  passenger  door,  allowing  Ms.  Tremblay  to  exit.  Ms. 
Tremblay  and  the  other  woman  removed  Gauthier  from  the  car,  then,  joined 
by  a  third  woman,  carried  him  to  safety.  Moments  later,  the  car,  including  its 
interior,  was  engulfed  by  flame.  Gauthier  was  hospitalized  for  treatment  of 
second-  and  third-degree  burns  to  a  hand,  and  other  injuries.  73066-8301 


MANUEL  J.  TROMBLEY 

North  Providence,  Rhode  Island 

Manuel  J.  Trombley  saved  Janice  Pharmakis  from  burning,  North  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rhode  Island,  March  7,  1998.  Ms.  Pharmakis,  64,  was  in  a  bedroom 
of  her  one-story  house  after  fire  broke  out  in  the  living  room.  A  neighbor, 
Trombley,  47,  laboratory  manager,  was  alerted  to  the  fire  and  immediately 
responded  to  the  scene.  He  entered  the  smoke-filled  house  through  a  side 
door,  which  opened  into  the  kitchen,  and  called  to  Ms.  Pharmakis,  thereby 
learning  her  location.  Despite  flames  spreading  to  the  ceilings  of  the  kitchen 
and  hall,  Trombley  crawled  through  the  kitchen  and  down  the  hall  to  Ms. 
Pharmakis’s  bedroom.  He  found  Ms.  Pharmakis  at  the  window,  attempting  to 
open  a  storm  window.  Trombley  opened  the  storm  window,  then  grasped  Ms. 
Pharmakis  and  lowered  her  through  the  window  to  the  ground.  Trombley 
then  exited  the  house  through  the  window.  Ms.  Pharmakis  and  Trombley 
both  required  hospital  treatment  for  smoke  inhalation,  Trombley  being 
detained  overnight.  They  recovered.  72562-8247 
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ROBERT  T.  van  EE 
Forestville,  California 

Robert  T.  van  Ee  helped  to  save  Max  Perel-Slater  from  drowning,  Jenner,  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  April  14,  1998.  Max,  8,  was  playing  on  a  Pacific  Ocean  beach  in  a 
state  park  when  he  was  washed  from  shore  by  the  surf  and  tossed  about  in  the 
rough  water.  Walking  on  the  beach  nearby,  van  Ee,  45,  disabled  mechanic, 
and  his  son  immediately  responded.  They  ran  into  the  area  of  breaking  waves 
and  strong  backwash,  van  Ee’s  son  then  grasping  Max.  As  van  Ee  extended  a 
hand  to  them,  a  wave  broke  over  and  separated  them.  Van  Ee  secured  Max  in 
the  rough  water  by  placing  his  body  over  Max’s  and  digging  his  feet  into  the 
sand  to  keep  themselves  from  being  washed  out.  His  son  grasped  Max  and, 
aided  by  others,  removed  him  from  the  water.  Then  washed  further  into  the 
surf,  van  Ee  did  not  have  the  strength  to  return  to  the  beach.  His  son  re¬ 
entered  the  rough  water  and  removed  him  to  safety.  He  was  checked  by  para¬ 
medics,  then  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment  of  having  nearly  drowned. 
Max  also  required  hospital  treatment  for  effects  of  his  ordeal.  Both  recovered. 

72747-8288 


RICHARD  VAN  SANT,  JR. 

Martinsville,  Indiana 

Richard  Van  Sant,  Jr.,  helped  to  save  Janet  L.  Hlas,  Lillie  L.  Pustek  and 
Marjorie  L.  Maslanka  from  drowning,  Bloomington,  Indiana,  June  26,  1998. 
Sisters  Ms.  Hlas,  63;  Ms.  Pustek,  60,  and  Ms.  Maslanka,  64,  were  occupants 
of  a  van  that,  at  night,  was  accidently  driven  from  a  boat  ramp  into  Lake 
Monroe.  From  his  boat  nearby  on  the  lake,  Van  Sant,  34,  off-duty  firefighter, 
saw  the  accident,  then  immediately  jumped  into  the  water  and  swam  to  the 
van,  which  drifted  to  a  point  about  120  feet  from  the  bank.  Another  man 
also  saw  the  accident,  from  the  bank,  and  swam  to  the  van.  Van  Sant  and  the 
other  man  attempted  to  gain  entry  to  the  van  through  its  windows  and  doors, 
but  they  were  not  successful.  The  van  started  to  submerge  nose  first  in  the 
20-foot-deep  water.  With  a  rock  that  the  men  obtained  from  the  bank,  Van 
Sant  broke  out  the  van’s  rear  passenger-side  window,  providing  egress  for  the 
women,  who  were  nonswimmers.  Ms.  Hlas  was  the  first  to  exit  the  vehicle; 
Van  Sant  swam  her  toward  the  bank,  meeting  a  woman  who  took  her  the 
remaining  distance  to  safety.  After  emerging  next  from  the  van,  Ms.  Pustek 
submerged  the  other  man,  but  they  resurfaced,  and  the  man  took  Ms.  Pustek 
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to  the  bank.  Having  returned  to  the  van,  Van  Sant  secured  a  hold  on  Ms. 
Maslanka,  who  exited  the  van  as  it  submerged,  and  swam  to  the  bank  with 
her-  72873-8322 


BRENDAN  T.  WAHL 

Big  Sur,  California 

Brendan  T.  Wahl  helped  to  save  Daniel  C.  Lackey  from  drowning,  Carmel, 
California,  December  24,  1998.  Daniel,  11,  was  climbing  on  the  large  rocks 
at  the  base  of  the  cliff  along  the  shore  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  when  he  was  swept 
into  the  cold,  turbulent  water  by  breaking  waves.  He  was  carried  away  from 
shore.  Driving  by  the  scene,  Wahl,  40,  general  contractor,  was  alerted  to  the 
situation.  An  experienced  surfer,  Wahl  climbed  down  to  the  waters  edge  with 
his  nine-foot  surfboard,  then,  guided  from  shore  by  Daniel’s  family  members, 
paddled  out  to  Daniel.  Daniel  was  then  about  150  feet  from  shore  and  was 
losing  consciousness.  Wahl  positioned  Daniel  on  the  surfboard  and,  cold  and 
tiring,  started  to  paddle  back  to  shore.  A  lifeguard  who  had  been  called  to  the 
scene  arrived  and  swam  out  to  them  with  a  rescue  tube.  With  Wahl  using  the 
tube,  which  was  attached  to  the  surfboard,  the  lifeguard  mounted  the  surf¬ 
board,  Daniel  still  atop  it,  and  paddled  to  shore.  There,  he  removed  Daniel 
from  the  water,  Wahl  also  requiring  assistance  from  the  surf.  Daniel  sustained 
hypothermia  and  was  hospitalized  overnight,  and  Wahl  was  hypothermic  and 
nearly  exhausted.  Both  recovered.  73282-8341 


WESLEY  WILBER 
Bremerton,  Washington 

Wesley  Wilber  saved  Donna  L.  Horn  from  burning,  Bremerton,  Washington, 
October  22,  1998.  When  the  automobile  driven  by  Ms.  Horn,  57,  lost  its 
brakes,  it  proceeded  out  of  control  through  a  busy  intersection,  then  entered 
the  lot  of  a  service  station  where  it  struck  a  gasoline  pump.  The  pump  was 
knocked  to  the  pavement,  and  flames  broke  out  on  it  and  on  the  front  of  the 
car,  which  was  stopped  against  the  pump  island.  Ms.  Horn  attempted  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  open  the  car’s  doors.  Stopped  in  traffic  at  the  intersection,  Wilber, 
44,  disabled  mechanic,  witnessed  the  accident.  He  immediately  pulled  his  car 
into  the  lot  of  the  service  station  then  exited  it  and  activated  one  of  the 
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pumps'  emergency  shut-off  switches.  Ms.  Horn  was  by  then  in  the  back  seat 
of  her  car,  kicking  at  its  right  rear  door.  Despite  the  growing  flames,  Wilber 
ran  to  that  side  of  the  car,  opened  rhe  door,  and  removed  Ms.  Horn  from  the 
vehicle.  They  fled.  Seconds  later,  there  was  an  explosive  burst  of  flames  at  the 
car  and  pump.  Ms.  Horn  was  treated  at  the  hospital  for  injuries  sustained  in 
the  accident,  and  she  recovered.  73241-8337 


STARLETTER  WILLIAMS 
Gastonia,  North  Carolina 

Starletter  Williams  saved  Nancy  T.  Mayes  from  being  struck  by  a  train,  Gas¬ 
tonia,  North  Carolina,  January  7,  1998.  Ms.  Mayes,  49,  remained  in  her 
automobile,  which,  in  dense  fog  before  sunrise,  became  stuck  between  tracks 
on  a  rail  bed.  A  freight  train  approaching  the  scene  at  45  m.p.h.  on  one  of  the 
tracks  was  observed  by  Starletter,  14,  high  school  student,  and  others  with  her 
who  were  in  a  car  stopped  in  traffic  nearby.  Starletter  immediately  exited  the 
car  and  ran  about  30  feet  to  the  driver’s  side  of  Ms.  Mayes’s  car.  She  yelled  to 
Ms.  Mayes  to  get  out  of  her  car,  then  opened  its  driver’s  door,  grasped  Ms. 
Mayes  by  the  arm,  and  pulled  her  out.  Starletter  and  Ms.  Mayes  ran  from  the 
track  and  were  just  a  short  distance  from  it  when  the  train,  at  only  slightly 
diminished  speed,  struck  Ms.  Mayes’s  car,  destroying  it.  72413-8264 


JOHN  WOJCIK 

Harrison,  New  Jersey 

John  Wojcik  helped  to  save  a  girl  from  drowning,  Harrison,  New  Jersey, 
October  11,  1997.  Attempting  suicide,  a  15-year-old  girl  jumped  from  a 
bridge  into  the  Passaic  River  and  was  carried  downstream  by  the  current. 
Wojcik,  29,  laborer,  who  was  fishing  from  the  bank  of  the  river,  saw  her 
struggling  in  the  water.  He  immediately  removed  his  outer  attire,  then 
entered  the  river  at  the  bridge  and  swam  with  the  current  to  her.  Securing  a 
hold  on  her,  Wojcik  towed  the  girl  against  the  current  back  toward  the 
bridge,  to  the  end  of  a  bridge  pier.  Clinging  to  its  side,  he  held  the  girl  against 
the  pier.  Arriving  firefighters  positioned  a  ladder  into  the  water  from  atop  the 
pier  and  aided  Wojcik  in  removing  the  girl  from  the  river.  She  was  then  lifted 


♦ 

60 


Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 

♦ 


to  the  bridge  deck  and  taken  to  the  hospital  for  treatment.  Wojcik  was  treated 
at  the  scene  for  hypothermia,  and  he  suffered  ill  effect  from  having  ingested 
river  water,  but  he  recovered.  72170-8271 
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1999  Award  statistics 
Medals 

In  1999,  one  hundred  and  two  Carnegie  Medals  were  awarded,  bringing  the  total 
to  8,341  since  the  Fund  was  established  in  1904.  To  date,  the  Commission  has 
considered  74,095  rescue  acts. 


Especially  do  we  remember  those  who  gave  their  lives  saving  or 

attempting  to  save  others.  During  1999,  twenty  such  sacrifices  were 

honored,  bringing  the  total  to  date  to  1,794: 

Arjuna  D.  N.  Babapulle 

Richard  Hebert 

Nelson  W.  Baker,  Jr. 

Raymond  C.  Kitchen 

Frank  B.  Boeger 

Gerald  David  Floyd 

Rafael  Bonefont 

Catalina  K.  Meyer 

Sylvia  L.  Brown 

Keith  Fouis  Putnam 

Daniel  W.  Campbell 

Henry  Shier 

Giao  Ngoc  Chau 

Brian  S.  Siebenmorgan 

Ulutunu  Faumuina 

Richard  Silvia 

Harold  Ford 

Christopher  A.  P.  Smith 

Burnell  Gilleland 

Curtis  A.  Smith 

Monetary  grants 


1999  To  date 

For  continuing  support  of  widows, 
widowers,  and  other  dependents,  and 

disabled  heroes  $  226,985  $  13,596,176 

Monetary  awards,  including  educational 
assistance,  and  medals  390,084  10,223,303 

$  617,069  $  23,819,479 
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Members  of  the  Commission 


(Shown  with  year  of  election) 

S.  Richard  Brand 

1999 

J.  Evans  Rose,  Jr.1 

1979 

E.  Bayley  Buchanan 

1975 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

1964 

A.H.  Burchfield  III 

1987 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

1951 

Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

1992 

Walter  F.  Toerge 

1970 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

1979 

Sybil  P.  Veeder 

1992 

David  McL.  Hillman 

1996 

James  M.  Walton 

1968 

MarkJ.  Laskow 

1992 

Thomas  L.  Wentling,  Jr. 

1991 

Christopher  R.  McCrady 

1999 

Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 

1976 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady 

1989 

Ann  M.  McGuinn 

1992 

Honorary  Members 

Robert  W.  Off 

1973 

John  C.  Oliver  III 

1985 

David  B.  Oliver  II2 

1957 

Frank  Brooks  Robinson 

1966 

George  H.  Taber 

1979 

Officers 

Robert  W.  Off,  President  Walter  F.  Rutkowski,  Executive 

Priscilla  J.  McCrady,  Vice  President  Director  and  Secretary 

James  M.  Walton,  Treasurer 


Committees3 


Audit 

Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

Thomas  L.  Wending,  Jr. 

Finance 

Thomas  L.  Wentling,  Jr.,  Chair 
MarkJ.  Laskow 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

James  M.  Walton 

Membership 
A.H.  Burchfield  III 
Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 

'Resigned  June  24,  1999 
1 Died  May  4,  1999 
3  The  President  is  ex  officio  a  member 
of  each  committee,  except  Audit. 


Executive 
MarkJ.  Laskow,  Chair 
Thomas  L.  Wentling,  Jr.,  Vice  Chair 
S.  Richard  Brand 
E.  Bayley  Buchanan 
A.H.  Burchfield  III 
Benjamin  R.  Fisher,  Jr. 

Thomas  J.  Hilliard,  Jr. 

David  McL.  Hillman 
Christopher  R.  McCrady 
Priscilla  J.  McCrady 
Ann  M.  McGuinn 
Frank  Brooks  Robinson 
Arthur  M.  Scully,  Jr. 

William  P.  Snyder  III 
Walter  F.  Toerge 
Sybil  P.  Veeder 
James  M.  Walton 
Alfred  W.  Wishart,  Jr. 
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